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» megan bennett
CAMPUS EDITOR

the college’s net loss of nearly
500 students and Columbia’s fall enrollment
declining for the sixth consecutive year,
as reported Sept. 28 by The Chronicle, the
administration is creating plans to combat a
further decline.
Associate Vice President of Enrollment
Management Jeff Meece said the new efforts
will be a collegewide one including a new
admitted students team and better communication with continuing students.
Final enrollment numbers, sent to staff and
faculty in a Sept. 25 email from Senior Vice
President and Provost Stan Wearden, revealed
a 5 percent decrease in total enrollment in the
last year—down from 9,442 to 8,961 students.
As reported Sept. 14 by The Chronicle, the
college’s fiscal year 2016 budget, approved by
the board of trustees in May, was configured
with a projected enrollment of 9,333 students,
which the college fell short of by 372 students,
according to the final enrollment numbers.
Deans met with department chairs Aug. 31
to revise budgets after early projections suggested the target enrollment would not be met.
Wearden said the revised budgets were
based on an updated projection of 8,950.
“My anticipation is those budget reductions will have to be put in place,” he said.
Vice President of Business Affairs and
IN LIGHT OF

CFO Michelle Gates said in an Oct. 1
emailed statement that the adjustment for
the fiscal year’s budget is on target.
“The budget is not only tightly aligned
with enrollment, but it allows the college to
continue to invest in institutional priorities,
such as classroom capital improvements
and initiatives to support student services,”
Gates said.
As of press time, Gates did not respond
to requests for updated budget figures. A
spokesperson for the college said the budget
is pending approval by the board of trustees.
The Radio, Audio Arts & Acoustics and
Education departments experienced the
most significant enrollment drops. The
Radio Department decreased 23.15 percent
by 25 students, the Audio Arts & Acoustics
Department fell 19.32 percent by 120 students
and the Education Department decreased
15.70 percent by 12 students.
Four areas of the college increased in size.
The American Sign Language Department
increased 17.86 percent by 20 students, the
Humanities, History & Social Sciences
Department increased 15 percent by six students and the Theatre Department increased
5.77 percent by 48 students. The enrollment of
students with no department, which includes
undecided, at-large or interdisciplinary students, increased 16.06 percent by 22 students.
John Green, chair of the Theatre
Department, said the department’s growth

P-Fac: ‘No confidence’ in
college administration
» lauren kostiuk
CAMPUS REPORTER

COLUMBIA’S PART-TIME FACULTY organization

overwhelmingly voted no confidence in
President and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim and
his administration, according to a Sept.
30 P-Fac press release provided by Nancy
Traver, an adjunct professor in the Communication & Media Innovation Department
and P-Fac publicity chair.

The voting period, which began June 24,
was extended twice to include non-union and
inactive adjuncts before closing Sept. 25.
The union cited 10 instances in the past
academic year that called for a vote of no
confidence, including refusal of a complete
transparent budget, “drastic” changes to the
college for financial reasons, the failure to
honor the college’s mission in the Strategic
Plan, “the hiring of six new [highly] paid
administrators,” top-down decision making,
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was caused by several factors, including its
unique concentrations like Comedy Writing
and Performance and its network of connections with students, faculty and alumni.
“We have excellent teachers who are excellent advisors,” Green said. “We have exciting

programs that people respond to, and we
have developed a good alumni relationship.”
Green added he expects the department’s enrollment to rise again next year
by looking for programs that have room
to grow.

cutting course offerings and class sections,
the elimination of the First-Year Seminar
Department, the move to a university model,
failure to honor the collective bargaining
agreement and failure to bargain in good
faith with United Staff of Columbia College
and finalize a contract.
“I hope [the administration] recognizes
our reasons for launching the vote of no confidence,” Traver said. “We want the college
to more closely follow the [college’s] original
mission of the college.”
Dick Kiphart, chair of the board of trustees,
said he absolutely does not support the vote
of no confidence and has full faith in Kim.
He said the board of trustees has “bent over
backwards” for P-Fac by hiring lawyers and

being the first to get them a signed contract.
“We did everything that they asked us
to do,” Kiphart said. “In the meantime,
Kwang-Wu has been fantastic.”
The ballot said voters could either vote
yes or no to having “no confidence in the
present administration at Columbia College
Chicago.” P-Fac’s official website states the
organization has “no confidence in the Kim
Administration and the board of trustees at
Columbia College Chicago.”
Kiphart said he does not think these
claims are justified.
“We love P-Fac and Columbia would not
exist without P-Fac,” Kiphart said. “We will
do everything we think is appropriate to
help them because we love those guys.”
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s my senior year at Columbia
gets underway, it’s hard to
believe it has already been
four years since I wrote my essay and
submitted my application to enroll at
the college. Entirely uninterested in
attending a state school, I had trouble,
as high school came to a close, finding a
college that seemed like it might be the
right fit for me. What appealed to me
most about Columbia—and what I still
love today—was the college’s open, creative and non-traditional atmosphere.
I knew that for me, enrolling at a
state school would mean spending
four expensive years feeling like one
of many anonymous students sitting
in lecture halls and going unnoticed if
I ever skipped class. I chose Columbia
because I wanted to attend a college
that would offer smaller class sizes,
opportunities for hands-on experiences
and continuous creative stimulation
while providing close working relationships with professors and industry
mentors who would actually learn and
remember my name.
Nearing the end of my time at the college, I still feel I made the right choice
in attending Columbia. However, this
year’s enrollment numbers reflect that
not every student has felt the same way
about their experiences at Columbia,
and some prospective students may not
have seen what I saw in the college’s
resources years ago.
As reported in the Front Page article,
Columbia saw a decline in its total
enrollment numbers this fall for the
sixth consecutive year. At 8,961 students, the college is now facing a 5 percent decrease in total enrollment in the
past year—down from a total of 9,442
students last year.
With college affordability and
post-graduation job opportunities
remaining a major concern nationwide,
it is understandable that art schools
across the country would be struggling
to find ways to boost their enrollment
numbers. Columbia’s atmosphere and
inner workings might not make sense to
some prospective students or their parents, especially those who believe that a
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More than 1,000
students waiting for
MAP grant funding

President and CEO Kwang-Wu
Kim said he encourages students to bring forward their
voices in the MAP grant issue
to capture the legislature’s
attention.
» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE

» carolyn bradley
CAMPUS REPORTER

Illinois has been operating
without a budget since July 1, causing
uncertainty as to how the state-funded
Monetary Award Program grants will be
funded for students at colleges across the
state, including at Columbia.
Cynthia Grunden, assistant vice president of Student Financial Services, said
1,814 Columbia students were expecting
money for the MAP grant with more than
$3.8 million earmarked for the students for
the Fall 2015 Semester, as of Sept. 15.
“We don’t know how long it will take
for [the government] to reach the budget,”
Grunden said. “As soon as we have news,
whether it is good or bad, it will be communicated to students.”
According to Grunden, students not currently receiving MAP grants will have that
money deferred, meaning financial holds
will not be placed for students reliant on
those funds as long as the amount not paid
does not exceed their grant money.
Grunden said at this point, there is no
indication the MAP grant program will be
eliminated or reduced, but to help with the
current delay, she encourages students to
THE STATE OF

get involved and share their own stories
with state representatives about how the
grant helps them pay for and finish college.
“It’s one thing for people working at a
college to say their students are suffering,”
Grunden said. “It’s another thing for students to really tell their story and not be
a number, but a person. I definitely want
students to advocate for themselves.”
As reported May 11 by The Chronicle,
1,923 students received MAP grant funding
for the 2014–2015 academic year, with a
sum of $7.3 million dollars received by students. Grunden said the decline is because
the MAP program’s deadline is earlier each
year, and some students miss it as a result.
President and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim
spoke about the grants being delayed at the
Sept. 22 Student Government Association
meeting. He said SGA senators—particularly the executive board—need to bring
forward a voice in the issue.
“I think it could be a great focus for SGA—
especially student government—to think
about how you focus the voice of concern for
students here but also for students in all the
downtown campuses,” Kim said.
Arissa Scott, a senior fashion studies
major and SGA’s student representative
to the board of trustees, said DePaul

University’s SGA President Vanessa
Cadvillo reached out to Jerel Ballard,
Columbia’s SGA president, to consider how
the two governance bodies could team up to
brainstorm solutions.
Scott said one possible solution is making
an emergency trip to Springfield to lobby at
the State Treasury, and another is seeing
whether a State Treasury representative
could speak to DePaul and Columbia students. She said whichever route SGA can
accomplish faster is the one they will take.
“There are students at this school whose
accounts are on hold, who are suffering
from this delay, from the budget not being
complete,” Scott said. “Students are being
directly affected by that and people are not
happy. We are trying to figure out a way to
effectively communicate that to the state
as urgently as possible.”
Scott said she thinks SGA would serve as
a major voice to students facing the MAP
grant delay, especially because they have
lobbied on issues regarding MAP funding
in the past.
“If we can get another school to go down
there and lobby again at the state treasurer’s,
then [the government] can understand the
urgency and the importance of this grant,”
Scott said.

Cristina Granados, a sophomore theatre
major, said she did not know about the issue
with the state budget until she received an
email from SFS alerting her of a delay on
her MAP grant.
“[The email] said they weren’t sure when
the grants were going to come through,”
Granados said. “It explained it wouldn’t
affect you in terms of having a hold on your
account if you had a balance that wasn’t
greater than the grant amount.”
Grunden said from a practical perspective,
she thinks students who were depending
on a MAP grant giving them a financial aid
refund probably need to make alternative
plans to cover indirect educational expenses
as best as possible.
Granados said she visited the SFS office
and was told because the issue is not under
the students’ control, they have to wait and
see what happens, but it should not negatively affect students.
“I think everyone’s just hoping it is taken
care of before the semester’s over, but then
there’s the question of, ‘What if it’s not?’”
Granados said. “Then what happens? Then
where are you left with the big gap you have
in your account?”
cbradley@chroniclemail.com
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Strategic Plan committees to
feature collegewide involvement
» arabella breck
CAMPUS REPORTER

FOLLOWING MONTHS OF crafting the

college’s Strategic Plan, the document will now be put into action by
five implementation committees.
According to a Sept. 22 email
to faculty and staff from Senior
Vice President and Provost Stan
Wearden, committee representatives,which include administrators,
full-time and part-time faculty, staff
and students, have been appointed to
the Universal Learning Outcomes,
Columbia Core, Integrated FirstYear Experience, Registration
and New Student Orientation and
Community Engagement committees, each of which will be implementing a part of the Strategic Plan.

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE

Sarah Shaaban, director of
Student Organization & Leadership
and staff representative on the
Integrated First-Year Experience
Committee, said participating is an
opportunity to voice one’s opinions.
“Anytime there is a new direction
at a college there is an importance
of having everyone’s voice heard,”
Shaaban said.
Committees are composed of
a chair or co-chairs, department
chair representatives, faculty and
staff representatives, a Columbia
part-time faculty union representative and a student representative.
Faculty were able to volunteer
at the Sept. 16 Chair’s Council
meeting. Representatives were
appointed by Wearden, said Sharon
Ross, interim chair of the Television

Senior Vice President and Provost
Stan Wearden met with chairs of
the Strategic Plan implementation
committees Sept. 29 to discuss
the plan’s implementation.

Department and representative to
the Registration and New Student
Orientation Committee.
Staff members could self-nominate for committees by sending a
letter to the Provost’s Office detailing why they wanted to serve on a
committee, Shaaban said.
According to a Sept. 25 email
from Wearden to faculty and staff,
the Universal Learning Outcomes
Committee will develop a way to
assess students’ educational experience at the college.
Heidi Marshall, head of College
Archives & Special Collections,
will represent the library staff as
a committee member.
“It is important that we have
someone on [the committee] that
can talk about information literacy,” Marshall said. “That was one
of the reasons [the library] wanted
to ensure we had a voice.”
The Columbia Core Committee
will propose core courses that
reflect the findings of the Universal

Learning Outcomes Committee,
Wearden said in the email.
“The Columbia core [should be]
held not just within [LAS] but distributed throughout the college,”
said Peter Carpenter, acting chair
of the Dance Department and committee member.
The Integrated First-Year
Experience Committee will review
the new First-Year Experience
program and determine how it can
be improved, Shaaban said.
“We want to ensure all students
are able to get connected to the college and have an overall holistic
experience,” Shaaban said.
The Registration and New
Student Orientation Committee
will work toward making orientation and registration easier to
navigate, Wearden said.
The Community Engagement
Committee will conduct a study
of community engagement and
create a definition of community
engagement to help achieve future
goals, Wearden’s email said.
Carpenter said the committees
are important for the successful
implementation of the plan.

“Institutions of higher education are based on principles of
shared governance,” Carpenter
said. “This administration is
really making a commitment to
shared governance through the
implementation process.”
Wearden, Steven Corey, interim
dean of school of Liberal Arts &
Sciences; Suzanne Blum Malley,
senior associate provost and Keri
Walters, assistant vice provost for
Academic Services all were not
made available for comment.
Jeff Schiff, interim chair in the
Fashion Studies Department;
Pantelis Vassilakis, the chair of the
Audio Arts & Acoustics Department;
Christie Asif, executive director
of Career Initiatives and Azar
Khosravani, acting chair of the
Science & Mathematics Department
all declined to comment.
Erin McCarthy, the acting
chair of the History, Humanities
& Social Sciences Department and
Brian Marth, the executive director of the College Advising Center
could not be reached for comment.
abreck@chroniclemail.com

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

M u s i c

D e p a r t m e n t

E v e n t s

Wednesday October 7
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series*
At the Conway Center
Latin American Guitar Festival at the Sherwood
Friday October 9
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby*
Keyboard Forum at the Sherwood*
Student Piano Recital #2 at the Sherwood

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
12:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:00 pm

*Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital Attendance Credit
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Tuesday, October 6th, 10am – 2pm
1104 S. Wabash, 1st Floor, Conaway Center
The job fair is open to all Columbia College students and alumni. Find PAID jobs with
employers from a diverse range of business sectors spanning various industries. Build your
resume, work experience, and earn supplemental income. Resumes are required to give you
the best chance of landing a great job. Prepare so that you can leave with job leads.

Visit colum.edu/jobfair for job fair prep and details.

OCTOBER 5, 2015 THE CHRONICLE 5

CAMPUS

Royal Family Dinner kicks
off LGBT History Month
» arabella breck
CAMPUS REPORTER

expressive Chicago entertainer Cyon Flare lipsynced his way through a series
of theatrical and upbeat covers on
Oct. 1 at Columbia’s annual Royal
Family Dinner.
The event, a dinner designed
to celebrate students and make
them “feel royal” was held in the
Conaway Center of the 1104 S.
Wabash Ave. Building. It was organized in collaboration betweeen
the LGBTQ Office of Culture and
Community and Common Ground,
Columbia’s LGBT and ally student
organization, according to Lex
Lawson, coordinator of the LGBTQ
Office of Culture & Community.
“One of the first things I was
asked when I started here was, ‘Are
we doing the dinner with the royal
family again?’” Lawson said. “It is
THE VIBRANT AND

an event students really appreciate
and enjoy.”
Flare started the evening by
speaking to students about selflove and honoring LGBT history.
“‘Royalness’ comes from taking
ownership and knowing who you
are and accepting who you are,”
Flare said.
Flare said he was happy to join
the college’s LGBT community after
Lawson invited him to perform.
“I have been waiting for an opportunity to be a part of Columbia, or
any university for that matter,”
Flare said.
The Royal Family Dinner featured a photobooth with props like
crowns so students could honor
their inner king or queen. Students
could also write their name on a
leaf of “The Royal Family Tree,” a
poster that outlined people’s royal
names, where they are rooted and
what they want their legacy to be.

Before welcoming Flare to the
stage, Lawson spoke to attendees
about the importance of LGBT
History Month.
“Learning about [LGBT history]
changed who I am,” Lawson said.
“Our ancestors have created space
for us. Being connected to that and
feeling a sense of resistance and
community fuels who I am today.”
During the show, Flare lip-synced,
sang and danced to songs including
“Johnny One Note,” “My Funny
Valentine” and “Moondance.”
“Fire,” the original song Flare
performed, was inspired by the
metaphorical fire and passion
Flare has seen within the LGBT
community, he said.
“I wanted to combine that firelike spirit we have when we come
together to have a good time or to
make change because often we forget it starts with a spark of anger
or frustration,” Flare said.

Isla Brazier, a freshman art & art
history major, said she attended
the event to get more involved in
Common Ground.
“Common Ground has been a
really great community for me so
far and I was excited to celebrate,”
Brazier said.
The Royal Family Dinner is
important for the LGBT community to continue to make their
presence known, Flare said.
“Presence is power and in a
university setting it cannot be

The LBGTQ Office of Culture &
Community started its month of
events for LGBT History Month
with the Royal Family Dinner and
a performance from Cyon Flare.

DO YOU KNOW AN EXCELLENT TEACHER?
OF COURSE YOU DO!
NOMINATE THEM FOR THE

2016 EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD
NOMINATIONS ACCEPTED

OCTOBER 5, 2015 - DECEMBER 4, 2015
FOR DETAILS PLEASE VISIT

QUESTIONS? EMAIL

COLUM.EDU/CITE

CITE@COLUM.EDU
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overstated,” Flare said. “Being out
loud and proud consciously, consistently and creatively is important.”
The dinner brought students
together to celebrate and honor
each other and the community,
Lawson said.
“[The Royal Family Dinner] is
important to celebrate and affirm
LGBTQ people and experiences
as we live in a world that does not
always do that,” Lawson said.
abreck@chroniclemail.com

» DOLLY NGUYEN/CHRONICLE

CAMPUS
Instagram accounts to Red
One-night gallery showcases student and
Bull representatives .
Bridgewater said this was his
photographers’ work on SZA tour
» carolyn bradley
CAMPUS REPORTER

FOLLOWING A WEEK-LONG trip pho-

tographing Top Dawg Entertainment artist SZA on her Red Bull
Sound Select Tour Sept. 15–20,
students Jameel Bridgewater and
Bryce Thompson received recognition for their work at a Sept. 30
opening reception at the Elephant
Gallery, 704 S. Wabash Ave.
The gallery, which was open for
one night, featured photos taken by
Bridgewater, a senior design major,
and Thompson, a junior cinema
art + science major, throughout
SZA’s tour, which made stops in
Madison, Wisconsin; Champaign,
Illinois; Bloomington, Indiana;
Lansing, Michigan; and Chicago.
“It was fun bouncing around
from place to place,” Thompson
said. “Going to shoot, going to sleep,
eating whenever you can, waking,
editing when you really don’t have
time—but you have to make time.
You get back up, [ride] in the car for

hours and do it all over again. It was
a challenge, but it wasn’t a challenge
we weren’t willing to accept and
handle appropriately.”
Bridgewater and Thompson said
they were selected to photograph
the tour after Victoria Street, a
senior journalism major and Red
Bull student brand manager, said
she wanted to show their websites

first experience photographing an
artist while touring.
“The tour is just something you
are thrown into, and you immediately have to adapt,” Thompson
said. “It’s as if you’re thrown into a
wrestling ring and you gotta win.”
According to Thompson, he and
Bridgewater collaborated on a gallery entitled “LaGalleria” in spring
2015. The collaboration displayed

Jameel Bridgewater, a senior design major, and Bryce Thompson, a
junior cinema art + science major, were selected to photograph recording
artist SZA during her Red Bull Sound Select Tour Sept. 15–20.

each artist’s appreciation of the
other’s work and understanding
of how their works complement
each other but also contrast without causing conflict.
“It was exciting to be with
Bryce, because we had a lot of fun,
and we already had chemistry,”
Bridgewater said. “It was easy to
get settled and comfortable within
the tour itself. ”
Thompson said the two received
help from the Red Bull staff and
mentor photographer Joe Gall on
the tour.
Ejaaz Collins, a junior at Indiana
University-Purdue University
Indianapolis, said he worked with
Thompson when Thompson was
first starting his work. He said
Thompson has improved his work
from when he first started and is
getting the “professional polish”
Thompson has a lways wa nted
to accomplish in his work.

» EVAN BELL/CHRONICLE

According to Bridgewater,
Collins attended the tour’s
Bloomington, Indiana show.
“[Bridgewater and Thompson]
had great images,” Collins said.
“They were really keen. They were

always sneaking around trying
to get poignant moments of bliss.
They caught them really well.”
Collins said he has just recently
gotten acclimated to Bridgewater’s
work recently. He said he finds
Bridgewater’s work vibrant, and
it brings out color. He said he also
likes the structure of the images
and how he plays with negative and
positive space.
“[Thompson is] really director-worthy,” Collins said. “I feel
he’s really consolidated with how
he’s trying to interpret his vision.
He wants it to be very high-budget,
and it’s hard trying to get him to
shoot something he really doesn’t
want to look a certain way.”
Thompson expressed his gratitude to his sponsors for his experiences on the tour.
“The tour was one of the most
fast-paced, overwhelming and
exciting things I’ve ever done in my
entire life,” he said. “I’m so grateful
for all the money spent by Red Bull
taking care of us, putting on this
gallery for us.”
cbradley@chroniclemail.com
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Deborah Holdstein, a professor in the
English Department and former dean of
the School of Liberal Arts & Sciences,
said she is excited to return to teaching
literature and film to undergraduates
and graduates.

Former dean settles into life after administration
» lauren kostiuk
CAMPUS REPORTER

D

eborah Holdstein, a professor
in the English Department and
former dean of the School of Liberal Arts & Sciences, has returned to
the campus after a year-long sabbatical
during which she traveled the world and
focused on scholarly projects.
Originally hired to serve a three-year
term in 2007, Holdstein remained dean
for seven years.
Holdstein has experienced two administrations since arriving at the college and
observed Columbia’s development and
changes throughout the years. She also
created major college initiatives during her
time as dean, such as forming the Honors
Program, creating the Art + Materials
Conservation program and helping the
college achieve national accreditation for
its American Sign Language - English
Interpretation program. She also advocated
for modern labs and studios for students.
Holdstein is credited with unifying
the Science & Mathematics Department—
formerly divided into two—along with
creating the Education Department,
formerly known as the Department
of Educational Studies and the Early
Childhood Education program.
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The Chronicle sat down with Holdstein
to discuss her life after serving as dean of
the School of Liberal Arts & Sciences and
how she is adapting to being a full-time
professor in the English Department.
THE CHRONICLE: What projects are you
currently working on?
DEBORAH HOLDSTEIN: I am working on a
book about the film musical “Bandwagon”
from 1953. I have never been a huge fan of the
movie, and then a colleague told me about
it. His love persuaded me to give the movie
another shot, and I developed a passion for
the movie, too. As a result, the University
of Rochester Press is very interested in me
writing a book about it. I am also working on
a book about the state of the field in writing
and composition with a professor at Indiana
University. I also continue to present at conferences and workshops and continue my
work as a consultant to colleges and universities about the liberal arts and sciences.
How have you seen the college change
thoughout the years?
There are even more exciting opportunities
for students. Columbia has always been an
institution of opportunity and my husband,
who is a graduate of Columbia, says the
same. It is up to the student to seize the many
opportunities that are Columbia. That has

not changed. But what we do have in place
now that we didn’t have before I came is the
Honors Program—something I developed
with my colleagues in the School of Liberal
Arts & Sciences. It has become very successful and is just one of the many examples of
exciting opportunities for students that did
not exist before. It is important to remember
that Columbia has always been a college of
tremendous opportunity and richness.
What did you enjoy most about being
a dean?
The deans are the academic leaders of their
respected areas. They are responsible for
curriculum, budget management and faculty development and promotions. We have
fabulous faculty in the School of Liberal
Arts & Sciences. They are tremendously
accomplished faculty who are very dedicated to the students, no matter the major.
What was the most challenging part of
being a dean?
One of the most necessary parts of being a
dean is having to say “no.” But when you say
“no” to some things, it means you can say
“yes” to other things. Sometimes a challenge
would be reminding people that the Liberal
Arts & Sciences are really important to students in any major. Also, the Liberal Arts &
Sciences core curriculum makes Columbia

unique among other schools. You have a lot of
places that call themselves art schools; We
don’t call ourselves an art school. But we do
emphasize the arts and media in our curriculum, and I think what makes the difference
for our graduates going out and getting jobs
is they are well educated because of the core
curriculum [they received].
What did you do on your sabbatical?
I am the kind of person who is used to getting up and going to work everyday. It was
a tremendous gift [to be on sabbatical]. I
continued presenting at conferences even
though I was technically “off.” Sometimes
when people become administrators, they
don’t have the time to continue their scholarly work, and I needed to make sure that I
continued it as best I could. I had much more
time to work on [my projects], which was
wonderful. I also was very fortunate my husband and I were able to travel. We traveled
all over to places like France, London and
Cuba. I have been very fortunate because
of work and because of the opportunities
from the sabbatical.
How does it feel to return to campus as a
full-time professor?
I am teaching undergraduate and graduate students. The graduate students are
especially remarkable. I don’t think people
realize that Columbia attracts graduate students from everywhere [including] highly
prestigious undergraduate colleges. It has
been a bit of an adjustment to come back to
teaching but before I was dean, I taught for
so many years that it is beginning to feel like
something I am very familiar with again.
In what ways do you think the college could
see an increase in enrollment?
Even though we are a media and arts institution, we lose nothing and gain a lot by making it clear that [LAS is] a big part of what
we do. I know sometimes we do emphasize
it, and sometimes we don’t. I feel like we
need to make it clear that you can come to
Columbia and know that you are getting a
really outstanding, full education. I think
it would be a good idea if we made more of
[an emphasis on] it than we sometimes do.
Why is Columbia so special to you?
It is a place of infinite possibility. We have
outstanding, interesting majors, and the fact
thatwe couple that kind of important preparation with very deep work in accompanying
areas is what makes Columbia unique. It is
an exciting place to be, and I am in a wonderful department. A lot of times I think
the people can make a very big difference
in how you feel about a place.
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com

CAMPUS

SEMESTER IN LA
OPEN HOUSE SESSIONS
FOR SEMESTER IN LOS ANGELES
2016–2017

Animation
Acting
Drama Writing for Television

Screenwriting
Producing
Graduate Producing
Comedy Writing for Television
Directing
Graduate Music Composition
Undergraduate Music Composition
Transmedia Development

Monday–October 5th 2015
HERMAN CONAWAY CENTER
1104 S. Wabash Ave., Rm. 504
11:30AM–12:30PM
1:30PM–2:30PM

Tuesday–October 6th 2015
ALEXANDROFF CAMPUS CENTER
600 S. Michigan Ave., Rm. 1301
3:30PM–4:30PM
5:00PM–6:00PM

Wednesday–October 7th 2015
HERMAN CONAWAY CENTER
1104 S. Wabash Ave., Rm. 502
10:00AM–11:00AM

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Joe Chambers
323-960-8020

COLUM.EDU/SEMESTERINLA
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Administrators did not comment on the vote. However, in a
May 10 Q&A with The Chronicle,
Kim said a similar petition created last spring by the protest
group “SaveColumbia” calling
for a vote of no confidence from
the college community felt like
a gesture. He said if the Student
Government Association told him
the vast majority of students were
extremely unhappy about his presidency, that would bother him.
According to Gregory FosterRice, associate professor in the
Photography Department and
Faculty Senate president; Nick
Hoeppner, engineer in the Radio
Department and president of the
United Staff of Columbia College;
and Jerel Ballard, a junior journalism major and president of SGA,
none of their organizations would
conduct a vote of no confidence in
the administration.
According to Traver, P-Fac has
many concerns regarding the
Strategic Plan, which she said
received little faculty input, creating a “smokescreen” for another

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

version of prioritization as the
previous administration had been
criticized for in the past.
“I am hoping it is a message to
the administration and the board
of trustees saying they need
to change course,” said Diana
Vallera, an adjunct professor in
the Photography Department and
president of P-Fac.
Jim Nagle, an adjunct professor in the English Department, a
member of P-Fac and Columbia
Adjuncts United, an alternative
adjunct group that has previously
criticized P-Fac for its disaffiliation with the Illinois Education
Association, said he disagrees with
some recent administrative decisions, like the elimination of the
First-Year Seminar program and
increased class sizes but thinks the
vote of no confidence is “premature.”
“[These actions] are the kinds of
things that need to be dealt with
through bargaining and not through
a no-confidence vote,” Nagle said.
“The no-confidence vote is usually
the last thing you do before someone
is forced out of office.”
Nagle said he thinks the way the

ballot was constructed influenced
adjunct professors to vote no confidence. He said he thinks the vote
will be symbolic, but is more a tactic than a strategy.
Nagle said he thinks involving
multiple groups would create a
stronger voice to have a larger
impact on the administration.
“On most campuses, if anything
is going to get accomplished, it is by
everybody working together, not by
just one organization going off on
its own,” Nagle said.
Traver said P-Fac discussed
reaching out to other organizations
and groups to participate in the
vote of no confidence but decided
against it because the reasons
for conducting the vote mostly
involved P-Fac.
Foster-Rice said the Faculty
Senate does not agree that a vote
of no confidence is necessary.
“There is room for improvement
in terms of communications, but
I feel the current administration
[is] a trustworthy partner and one
with expertise that will be valuable
to Columbia’s future,” Foster-Rice
said in a Sept. 25 emailed statement.

The Infinite is located one block from the
“Loop U” campuses and is situated just steps from
over 100 restaurants, coffee shops, and stores in
the heart of downtown Chicago.
Students will have the convenience of
walking to class (even in the cold Chicago winters)
and have multiple mass transit lines
at their fingertips.

Infinite offers the best location,
features, and amenities to
South Loop students
chicagoinfinite.com
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TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

SURROUND YOURSELF
with modern amenities
with a vibrant culture
with historic details

For students looking for student apartments near
Roosevelt University, Columbia College, Robert Morris University,
and Depaul’s downtown campus, and many others, we are in a
prime spot for college commuters.

Fully Furnished & Amenities
• Designer Living Room Furniture
• Stainless Steel Appliances and Quartz
Countertop Kitchen
• Mounted Flat Panel Living Room TV
• In-Unit Washer/Dryer
• Fitness and Health Center
• Professionally Landscaped Rooftop Oasis

Foster-Rice said it is
important to recognize the
current administration is
not the same administration
that “led the college into fiscal
uncertainty” and the prioritization process. He said he
thinks the Strategic Plan promises a different process and a
different outcome if faculty
remains involved as responsible and diligent partners.
“I would rather work at the
table we have been invited [to]
and help change the college
based on our expertise rather
than dismiss this process or
the administration,” FosterRice said. “We need to work
together to build on our
achievements and establish positive change at the college.”
The statement said it is up to
In an Sept. 25 emailed state- P-Fac to make the vote of no-conment on behalf of the United Staff fidence “lead to positive change.”
of Columbia College, the college’s
Ballard said SGA has had no reastaff union, Hoeppner said the son to vote no confidence in the curUS of CC, which is currently in rent administration because they
contract negotiations with the have not heard such concerns from
administration, is taking a differ- students who attend SGA meetings.
ent approach to resolving conflicts
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com
with the administration.
» ZOE HAWORTH/CHRONICLE

VOTE, FROM FRONT

28 E Jackson Blvd • 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
312 724 6767
Email
live@chicagoinfinite.com

Only a minute walk from the Harold Washington Library
CTA station, residents have quick access to the brown, orange, pink,
and purple line services. Students who reside in our student
apartment building also appreciate the lively lifestyle of downtown’s
local shops and social activities.

37 W. Van Buren St
Chicago, IL 60605
312-283-3331

SPECIALIZING IN ONLINE LEASING
email: live@arcatoldcolony.com
arcatoldcolony.com

Check out the new virtual tour here:
https://tour.lcp360.com/nocache/arc/.
Call our office at 312.283.3331 to inquire
about tour information.

CAMPUS
LOW, FROM FRONT

Wearden said Columbia’s enrollment decrease can be attributed
to three events: a seven-year
decline of new students—creating
a smaller pool of possible continuing students; a need to improve the
continuing student registration;
and a need to improve curriculum
and student services.
Meece said discussions of the
new enrollment initiatives will
include staff from the offices of
Enrollment Management, Student
Success and the Provost as well as
the Orientation and Registration
Strategic Plan Committee.
According to Meece, the college’s
yield rate—the number of admitted
students registering for classes—is
approximately 30 percent, but he
would like it to reach 40 percent. He
added the college’s melt rate—the
number of incoming students who
pay their deposit but do not register, which is part of the yield—is
close to 18 percent, about double
the national average.
Meece said the admitted students team—projected to start next
fall—is designed to improve the new

and prospective student experience.
“We want to develop a model
where it is a seamless experience
for these students and their families,” Meece said.
The retention rate for 2014’s
freshmen—those electing to continue at the college—is 69 percent,
compared to the 71 percent retention rate for freshmen between 2013
and 2014. For incoming transfer students from 2014, retention was 80
percent, compared to the 86 percent
between 2013 and 2014, according to the Office of Institutional
Effectiveness’s website.
Meece said the college will also
evaluate and aim to improve the
registration process.
The college began contacting
students who had not registered
during the summer, Wearden said,
but the process should begin earlier,
especially for students with holds.
“[Summer is] too late to help students [who are] struggling with
getting themselves registered for
a variety of reasons,” Wearden said.
“Getting a call from an advisor to
help them work through this helps.”
Meece said the college will

begin calling campaigns as early
as one to two weeks after priority
registration ends, but the Office
of Enrollment Management will
evaluate the best methods for contacting students, possibly including
text messages or using collegewide
monitors to relay information.
Wearden said the college’s total
enrollment decreased, but he
was pleased to see new students
increase. With incoming freshmen,
graduate, transfer and “other” students combined, the total number
of new students increased by 74.07
percent—198 students.
“We’re really excited about that
because that’s the area we needed
to begin turning things around if we
want to turn the whole enrollment
picture around altogether,” he said.
The Fall 2015 Semester’s freshman class is down .8 percent from
last year, but Wearden said it is the
strongest academically compared
to previous years. The class’s average GPA is 3.26 and average ACT
score is 22.9 compared to the 3.25
GPA and 22.7 ACT averages from
the 2014 incoming class, according to the website for the Office of

Institutional Effectiveness.
This fall, 88 percent of freshmen
applicants were accepted—down
1 percent from 2014. The college’s
increasing selectivity should also
help improve the college’s retention
rates, Wearden said, but it can also
create a challenge.
“Better-prepared students are
more demanding,” Wearden said.
“They have higher expectations
of curriculum and faculty. That
means we need to up our game in
that area.”
Transfer enrollment increased
by 32.6 percent to 815 students.
Wearden said the college’s agreement to accept students from the
now-closed Harrington College of
Design played a role in the increase,
but Columbia would have still seen
transfer numbers up 14 percent
without it.
Students in the “other” category,
which increased 77.3 percent,
include Harrington students opting
to still receive a Harrington degree,
but are taking Columbia courses,
Wearden said, adding that those
students have until August 2016
to finish their degrees or will be

recognized as transfer students.
According to Meece, the articulation agreements Keri Walters,
assistant provost of Academic
Services, made with two-year institutions to ease transferring credits
largely contributed to the increase.
“The biggest way we’re seeing
[transfer growth] and can have an
impact on it is to continue to serve
them very well.”
Meece said he anticipates an
increase in freshmen and transfer
students next year. As new student
rates increase, he said continuing
enrollment could increase as well,
but it will be a longer process.
“Part of the process with current
students is provide support and services to provide a higher retention
rate,” Meece said. “[Things like]
registration, course schedules,
advising—all that will impact
[retention]. The things we’re seeing
with current student numbers this
year, we’ll still have those kinds of
challenges in the future because
our current student population is
smaller than it has been.”
mbennett@chroniclemail.com

FALL WELLNESS FAIR
623 S. WABASH AVE./THE HAUS & THE HOKIN GALLERY

OCTOBER 14 | 10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.

FREE

FLU SHOTS BY WALGREENS
POTBELLY’S
EYE SCREENS
MASSAGES

SPONSORED BY STUDENT HEALTH AND SUPPORT,
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS AND RESIDENCE LIFE
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COLUM.EDU/SGA

SGA

SENATE POSITIONS
OPEN. APPLY TODAY!
MEETINGS HELD ON TUESDAYS
AT 5PM IN THE LOFT: 916 S
WABASH
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Why so ‘SIRI’-ous? Artificial Intelligence in the current age » page 20

Jennifer Akese-Burney, designer for Akese Stylelines, emphasized the importance of fashion to personal expression. “Even
my fabrics tell stories,” she said.
» Photos Courtesy CITY OF CHICAGO

Fashion Focus CHICago
stimulates creative sector,
promotes diversity
» jake miller

ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
THE CHICAGO DEPARTMENT of Cultural
Affairs and Special Events will join the
Council of Fashion Designers of America
for Fashion Focus CHICago, a nine-day
series of runway shows, community shopping events and other celebrations that
have been organized to commemorate the
10th anniversary of the City of Chicago’s
fashion initiative.
The event began Oct. 4 and will proceed
through Oct. 12.
According to Tonya Gross, fashion and
culinary arts program director for the City
of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs
and Special Events, the event aims to support creative entrepreneurs in Chicago by
facilitating a community and providing a

platform through which aspiring designers
can reach consumers.
“We’re looking to facilitate the kind of
fashion organizations in Chicago that
help not only to support designers but the
continuum of design in Chicago,” Gross
said. “We look at it as helping others to
help themselves.”
Beginning the 10th year of Chicago’s
fashion initiative, this year’s Fashion
Focus CHICago event aims to expand by
introducing elements enhancing consumer
engagement and promoting diversity, Gross
said. African Fashion Week, Haiti Fashion
Week and Latino Fashion Week will all
host events during the nine-day period.
“Fashion in a place like New York feels
exclusive. The barrier to entry can be very
high,” Gross said. “In Chicago, a program

like African Fashion Week—which just
launched in 2014—is welcomed and
embraced because we want them to thrive
as a business entity.”
African Fashion Week began by hosting
a shopping event at Block Thirty Seven, 108
N. State St., from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Oct. 5.
“Having an African fashion week is very
important,” said Christianah Ajanaku,
founder of African Fashion Week. “It
gives designers of African descent a onestop place to showcase their talents. For
Fashion Focus CHICago to give us a wider
platform to showcase our work gives us the
opportunity not only to reach our community but to reach a larger audience beyond
our own community.”
Jennifer Akese-Burney, designer for
Akese Styleline, will be one of those featured at African Fashion Week’s shopping
event. According to Akese-Burney, Fashion

According to its website, The Council
of Fashion Designers of America was
founded in 1962 by Eleanor Lambert
in order to facilitate distribution and
exposure for American fashion designers.

Focus CHICago is one of the best events
she has participated in during her nine
years in the fashion industry because of
the diverse population that attends the
event from beyond Chicago.
“It wasn’t just for Chicago. People came
from different countries or states to be a
part of it,” Akese-Burney said.
According to Gross, there’s potential for
Fashion Focus CHICago to assist artists in
developing a broad consumer base beyond
the local level.
“Chicago can be one-stop shopping for a
designer who produces, manufactures and
sells locally,” she said. “However, that’s not
financially feasible for everyone. With [the
Council of Fashion Designers of America’s]
help, we’ve lent visibility to the event that
could create a great national, international
or even global brand.”
Fashion Focus CHICago began on Oct. 4
and is set to continue through Oct. 12. For
the event schedule and locations, please visit
www.cityofchicago.org.
dmiller@chroniclemail.com
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Thursday, Oct. 8
CHRISMICK
ROBINSON
BROTHERHOOD
JENKINS

» jacob wittich

Thalia
Metro
Hall
1807
3730S.N.Allport
Clark St.
St.
6:30
8 p.m.
p.m.
$25+, $35$20
doors, 17+

MANAGING EDITOR

Upcoming Sam Smith release
more commercial, less genuine

A

little more than a year has
passed since singer-songwriter and four-time Grammy
winner Sam Smith's soulful croonings and longing lyrics burst onto the
U.S. mainstream music market.
His debut album, In The Lonely
Hour, debuted at No. 2 on the Billboard
200 after its May 26, 2014, release.
The album, catapulted to success by
Smith's hit single "Stay With Me" and
collaboration with English electronic
music duo Disclosure on the song
"Latch," went on to break records, win
countless awards and was certified
platinum by the end of the year.
On Oct. 2, Smith announced in a series
of tweets that his debut album will now
be re-packaged and re-released. In the
Lonely Hour: Drowning Shadows Edition,
which Smith referred to as "the final
bow before [his] second album," will be
released on Nov. 6 with Capitol Records.
It is common practice in today's
industry for artists' most successful
albums to receive re-release treatment.
Katy Perry's chart-topping Teenage
Dream album was re-released in March
2012. Nicki Minaj's sophomore effort
was re-released under the lengthy title
Pink Friday: Roman Reloaded, the Re-Up
later that same year. Even Beyoncé
gave a second release to her acclaimed
self-titled album at the end of 2014.
While album re-releases can be an
exciting opportunity for fans of an
artist to reconnect with their favorite
albums, they are also an inexpensive
tactic for musicians to make a quick buck
by milking the success of their work.
Fortunately, there have been re-releases done right. Lady Gaga's 2009
re-release of her debut album, The Fame
Monster, featured eight entirely new
tracks that could be enjoyed separately
from her first release, The Fame.
Drowning Shadows will feature
nine tracks that were not included in
the album's original cut, including
covers of Whitney Houston and Amy
Winehouse, previously released one-off
tracks, remixes and collaborations with
14 THE CHRONICLE OCTOBER 5, 2015

Monday, Sept.
Tuesday,
Oct. 628

BLOOD
NORMA
ANDJEAN
GLASS

FLUX FFS
PAVILION

Double
LincolnDoor
Hall
1572
2424N.N.Milwaukee
Lincoln Ave.
Ave.
58 p.m.
$18 adv./$23
$20, 21+door

Aragon
The VicBallroom
Theatre
1106
3145 W
N.Lawrence
Sheffield Ave.
Ave.
8:30
8 p.m.
p.m.
$35 adv./$40
$28, 18+
door, 18+

Wednesday,
Tuesday,
Oct.Sept.
6 30

Disclosure. However, of the
nine additional tracks, only the
title track is entirely new.
Drowning Shadows is an apparent
effort to exploit Smith's commercially successful debut for whatever
potential revenue it has left.
The timing of the project's release
insures it will to continue Smith's streak
of astronomical sales. Set to be released
just in time for Black Friday, Drowning
Shadows will surely reap the benefits of a
fourth quarter release, receiving a hefty
boost in sales from the winter holidays.
Billboard reported in June that the
album had sold 1.98 million copies
in the U.S. since its release. It seems
likely the album will now cross the 2
million mark in sales with ease when
paired with sales of its re-release.
As one of Smith's earlier fans, I should
be excited at the prospect of new music
from the artist. I was among the earlier
adopters of his music into my iTunes and
Spotify libraries. I have fond memories
of pre-ordering his album and staying
up until midnight to hear its new tracks
as he rolled them out during the months
leading up to its release. I have since
continued to support his music—I've
caught him perform on every award show,
jammed out to his singles on the radio and
even bought tickets to see him headlining
Lollapalooza. But I'm having trouble finding it in me to be excited for his upcoming
re-release. It feels too commercial.
jwittich@chroniclemail.com

Friday, Oct.Oct.
Thursday,
2 8

Saturday,
Thursday,
Friday, Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
9 38

CHRISOBY
CORNELL

TOBIAS
THE DISTRICTS
JESSO,
JR.
ARMOR
FOR
SLEEP

TheSubterranean
Chicago Theatre
2011
175W.
N.North
State St.
Ave.
8:30
7:30 p.m.
$35-$5+,
$85,17+
all ages

TheThe
Empty
Metro
Bottle
Concord
Music
Hall
1035
3730
N. N.
Western
Clark St.
Ave.
7:30
9 p.m.
p.m.
$15 adv./$17
$18,
$15, 18+
21+door

Wednesday, Oct.
Sept730

Sunday,
Saturday,Oct.
Oct.4 3

GLASS
JOYWAVE
ANIMALS

EARLY
JUNE
CHAD VALLEY

Riviera
Lincoln
Theatre
Hall
2424
4746 N.
N. Lincoln
Racine Ave.
Ave.
7:30
8 p.m.
p.m.
$15,
$30
18+

House
of Blues
Schubas
329N.
N.Southport
Dearborn St.
3159
Ave.
4:30
p.m.
10 p.m.
$1021+
$12,

FEATURED PHOTO

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE

Taylor Hole, 5, learned about “Alice,” a
rare corpse flower that bloomed Sept. 29 at
the Chicago Botanical Garden in Glencoe,
Illinois. When it blooms, the flower emits a
smell similar to rotting flesh.

ARTS & CULTURE

Art + geocaching come to
Columbia’s library
» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE

clues about Chicago’s culture,
art and history that are part of
the cache. After receiving the
first clue at the circulation desk,
COLUMBIA’S GEOCACHERS CAN now
scavenger hunt indoors at the students will be directed to the
college library and exchange art- next clue throughout the library.
They could be found in books or on
work with their peers.
The Aesthetics of Research, shelves, so the hunt heavily relies
housed in the library at 624 S. on the library’s online catalog and
Michigan Ave., launched an inter- research skills.
Kristy Bowen, an access seractive geocaching exhibit called
vices
assistant at the library and
“ARTCACHE” as part of Chicago
co-curator
of “ARTCACHE,” said
Artists Month.
the
exhibit
will
allow participants
The event, sponsored by the
to
familiarize
themselves with
Chicago Department of Cultural
the
library’s
resources,
practice
Affairs and Special Events, began
research
skills
and
peruse
the
Oct. 1. The exhibit starts at the
items
in
the
game,
which
are
first floor circulation desk and
works its way through the many all pieces of art submitted by
shelves of the five-story building Columbia students.
“Libraries inform the creative
as participants hunt for seven
» ariel parrella-aureli
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process and bring together the
community,” Bowen said.
The exhibit, according to Bowen,
encourages participants to replace
items they find with new art, making “ARTCACHE” interactive.
“We can all trade our creations
together without this monetary
barrier,” said Jennifer Sauzer,
the access services manager and
co-curator of the project.
Sauzer, who has a bachelor’s
degree in fine arts, said she and
Bowen added their own artwork to
the cache, initiating the exchange.
Bowen said the Aesthetics of
Research was created in 2014, and
this exhibit is one way to make the
campus aware of it.
Sauzer said the purpose of the
exhibit is not only to spread art

throughout the community but
also to increase awareness of the
library’s resources.
The Aesthetics of Research
rotates student art on a monthly
basis in the gallery space on the
first floor, which Sauzer emphasized is a result of her hard work.
She also said the department has
vending machines that disburse
local art that always need new art.
These are not formally part of the
cache, but they started the creative
process between art and research.
“The vending machines are
meant to be original art that we
can exchange with one another,”
Sauzer said.
Through “ARTCACHE,” Sauzer
said she hopes to get the idea of
community rolling that Bowen
also finds creative and fundamental to the library.
“The more artists we get involved,
the more people are going to know
about what we are doing here,”
Bowen said. “That will carry over
even after the geocaching is over.
We will have more people know we
have art shows.”
Sauzer added the library is

hoping to gather artists and give
students an opportunity to do
something fun, which she said
also furthers the community and
collaborative aspects of the exhibit.
Alex Murfey, a junior cinema art
+ science major and student librarian, has gone geocaching around
the city numerous times and is
looking forward to “ARTCACHE.”
“The library does a lot of events
that are only one day,” Murfey said.
“I’m excited this event is spread out
over a long period of time so anyone can make it.”
The larger Chicago community is welcome to participate in
the cache, and Bowen said that
was one reason she and Sauzer
decided to partner with DCASE
and Chicago Artists Month.
“We want to get more people
involved,” she said. “I think [The
geocaching] community is bigger
than we think.”
“ARTCACHE” runs through
Nov. 15, so geocachers still have a
chance to get artwork and be a part
of Columbia’s art community.
aparrella@chroniclemail.com
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Paul Brenner shares more about Joywave’s music » ColumbiaChronicle.com/audiofile
in Rochester, [New York], where we grew
up. As we grew up, we started to listen to
different kinds of music. At one point, our
ex-bass player had kind of a mid-20s crisis, and he was like, “Guys I can’t do this
anymore.” He left and we thought that was
the perfect opportunity to change our band
name, reinvent our sound and make music
that is Joywave—music that we, as adults,
would listen to. It’s not that we were ashamed
of the music we were making before, but it’s
something to be much more proud of.

audiofile
Joywave talks
Disney, ‘Dangerous,’
late night shows
» zoe¨ eitel
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E

lectronic-based rock band Joywave
originally formed under a different
name in Rochester, New York, when
its members were in high school, but they
did not take the band seriously until 2010
when Joywave was officially established.
Joywave’s lineup includes vocalist Daniel
Armbruster, guitarist Joseph Morinelli,
bassist Sean Donnelly, keyboardist Benjamin Bailey and drummer Paul Brenner.
After its debut studio album How Do
You Feel Now? was released in April, the
band embarked on “World Tour USA 2015,”
which includes a show in Canada. The album
tracks consist of unexpected sounds such
as noises from a Jet Blue flight and samples
from some of Disney’s classic cartoons like
“Peter Pan” and “Fantasia.”
The band got a boost in its fanbase after
collaborating with the electronic band Big

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE

Joywave performed at Lincoln Hall, 2424 N. Lincoln Ave., Sept. 30 to a nearly sold-out venue.

Data on the song “Dangerous.” The song
reached No. 1 on the Billboard Alternative
Songs chart in August 2014.
The Chronicle spoke with Brenner about
Joywave’s debut album, their performances
on live TV and its use of Disney cartoons.
THE CHRONICLE: What inspires your
band’s sound?
PAUL BRENNER: Me, Dan [Armbruster]
and Joe [Morinelli] have been playing in
bands together since we were like 16. As we
grew older, we played in various local bands

Joywave is the first band that was
allowed to use samples from Disney’s
classic cartoons in their songs. How do
you surpass that achievement?
I’m not sure. I think hopefully [we will] continue to keep using Disney classics in our
music. We were very fortunate we were able
to do that, and it definitely turned out great.
How was it working with Big Data?
That was definitely a boost for our band and
for Big Data when the song “Dangerous”
started to do so well. As far as the collaboration goes, Big Data is actually [Armbruster]
and Allen [Wilkis]. They would get together
when they could in the city and play music.
I don’t think either of them had intentions of Big Data doing anything tangible. They called it a little Internet band.
“Dangerous” started doing so well on the
radio that [Wilkis] was like “Hey, I’d like to

put a band together and make this a thing.”
[Armbruster] was very busy with Joywave
at the time, so it kind of retroactively became
Joywave featured on “Dangerous.”
You’ve performed on “Jimmy Kimmel
Live” and “Late Night with Seth
Meyers.” What was that like compared
to playing a regular live show?
It’s hard to put those performances into
words. I can speak for all of us when I say
we were so excited to be there. It was like
a dream come true to be on national television. It’s very different because when
you’re at a live show, you’re in a setting
that’s more like a party atmosphere, and
everyone’s dancing and having a good
time. When you’re playing those late night
shows, whether the audience likes you or
not, I believe they’re required to applaud you.
You all wore matching pink suits on
“Jimmy Kimmel Live.” What made you
choose that particular look?
We chose the pink suits because we wanted
to have an impact, whether it be on TV or
on the YouTube comments section for the
video. We just wanted to stir some things up,
and it definitely did. We all have a good laugh
reading through the YouTube comments
of some of the more ignorant people on the
Internet. It’s fun to get a rise out of people.
zeitel@chroniclemail.com

Business time
» kyra senese

» katlyn tolly
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Festival—which is run by more
than 300 volunteers—and its
surrounding community.
» ben kowalski
Building and Rockefeller Chapel
“The community on the South
COPY CHIEF
at the University of Chicago.
Side is so interested and recepThe festival continues a long- tive to the festival,” said Kate
ATTENDEES DANCED ON the pave- held tradition, as jazz has been a
Dumbleton, executive and artisment of Midway Plaisance Sept. central part of Chicago’s culture tic director of the Hyde Park Jazz
27 as the Willie Pickens Quartet since the 1893 World’s Columbian Festival. “We have [a] tremendous
grooved through the jazz stan- Exposition when the genre’s earli- amount of support from the comdard “Afro Blue” at the ninth est practitioners were drawn to the munity in terms of volunteers.”
annual Hyde Park Jazz Festival.
city for the nightclub work.
Festival co-founder Judith E.
Pianist Pickens said little
Chicago jazz advanced in 1923 Stein said one of the main goals
throughout the performance, but with the emergence of recorded she had in creating the festival was
his excited energy had the audi- sound, which attracted New drawing people into the commuence clapping along and dancing Orleans musicians like Louis nity, noting the event has achieved
in the street by the final number. Armstrong and Jimmy Noone.
that goal.
“I wanted [the audience] to take
The genre’s popularity has
“It brings people together from
away that jazz is still alive, and seen a sharp decline in recent all walks of life so they interact in
jazz is music that can make you years, though. In its annual report, a positive and happy environment,”
feel good,” Pickens said after his Nielsen rated jazz America’s least Stein said. “It’s great to see people
band’s performance.
popular genre of 2014, tied with mingling and enjoying themselves
Held Sept. 26–27, the festival classical at 1.4 percent of total with music as the force that’s
featured more than 40 perfor- music consumption.
bringing them together.”
mances at 12 venues, including two
Still, the genre has survived in
Dumbleton said the Hyde Park
Chicago public schools, the Hyde Chicago, which may be attributed Jazz Festival stands out from
Park-Kenwood National Bank partly to the Hyde Park Jazz other festivals because it is not

» BEN KOWALSKI/CHRONICLE

organized by a corporation but by
the Hyde Park community.
“It started when a group of South
Side [residents] who have a pop-up
jazz club every Sunday night—the
Hyde Park Jazz Society—decided
they wanted to have a festival,”
Dumbleton said. “I think the reason it’s special is it’s not coming
from an institution, it’s coming
from a community deciding to
celebrate its own culture.”
The Hyde Park Jazz Society
has sponsored the festival since

its 2006 inception. The nonprofit organization, formed in
1995 by James W. Wagner as
the Committee to Restore Jazz
to Hyde Park, has also held
CheckerJAZZ—a series of Sunday
night jazz concerts—since 2006 in
addition to the annual festival.
Stein said many of the artists
who performed at CheckerJAZZ
also play at the festival, including Bill McFarland & the
Chicago Horns, Pat Mallinger
and Ari Brown.

The Most Unique Costume Shop in Chicago

Attention Students!

10%
DISCOUNT

BUILD YOUR OWN HALLOWEEN
COSTUME

1511 w Howard st.
“One of a kind clothing”
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Jazz festival brings
Hyde Park to its feet

Pharez Whitted played along with
the Willie Pickens Quartet at Hyde
Park Jazz Festival held Sept. 26–27.
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Shakespeare-esque horror-comedy
mix debuts on Goodman stage
by Shakespeare’s classical characters and themes, comparing it to
THERE IS NO telling what is beneath
the role women play today.
the surface of a smile—there
“I started to get frustrated that a
could be feathers or there could lot of big [Shakespeare] roles were
be teeth.
men,” Castro Smith said.
That is the premise of horShe decided to challenge herror-comedy play “Feathers and self and write a play with a strong
Teeth” which opened Sept. 19 female lead that incorporated her
at the Goodman Theatre, 170 N. love for ‘70s horror films. Castro
Dearborn St., and is scheduled Smith also wanted to highlight
to run until Oct. 18. The play is the experience of grief and how
directed by Northwestern theater different people handle it. These
professor Henry Godinez and elements, combined with a mirwritten by playwright Charise roring of Shakespeare’s “Hamlet,”
Castro Smith.
create a “bizarre mash up” of a
During a public talk with horror-comedy play, she said.
Godinez and Castro Smith held
The show focuses on a family’s
by the Goodman on Sept. 27, the loss of a wife and mother. Castro
two discussed the show with Smith described 13-year-old Chris
playwright Brett Neveu. Castro as an active heroine lead. She is not
Smith, trained as a classical happy when her father’s new wife
actress, said the play was inspired moves in, so she tries to get rid of
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

her. The show then takes a supernatural path, and Chris builds on
Hamlet’s conflict of sanity versus
insanity. Castro Smith said she
wanted to explore the duplicity
of both sides, which explains the
reference to “Feathers and Teeth.”
“Monsters turn up in what happens when you ignore these huge,
unignorable feelings,” Castro
Smith said, referring to grief. “In
the end, grief is not something
anybody can actually control. It
is this force.”
Godinez, who is also the resident
artistic associate at the Goodman,
said he wanted to create this play
to highlight female characters
and the way women are often
perceived in today’s culture. Like
Castro Smith, he wanted this work
to reflect a strong female lead.
“My daughter was sensitive to

» Courtesy GOODMAN THEATRE
The show first appeared at The Goodman in the New Stages Festival in 2014.

the way young women are represented [in our culture],” said
Godinez, who was raised by
women and has only daughters.
Jordan Brodess, who plays Hugo
the neighbor in the show, said this
is his first official production with
the Goodman. Brodess said his
character is wild, wacky and funny.
“[He] is grounded in the reality
of the show,” Brodess said, adding
Hugo is one of the only real human
beings who stays true within the
parameter of the show.
Castro Smith said by the end
of play, not many characters are
likable, and no one would want to

be their friends, aside from Hugo.
“You could go out and have an ice
cream with Hugo,” she said.
Brodess said Castro Smith did
such a great job of writing the play
and developing its dialogue that
he did not think of the play as categorically horror-comedy.
“It’s not necessarily a comedy
or a horror,” he said. “It’s their
world. That’s what helps push
[it] along.”
Brodess said he is happy to be
part of the creation for the first
time and learned how to put
new work together and watch
it unfold collectively as a group.
SEE TEETH, PAGE 27

» ariel parrella-aureli
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binary, motherboard, bit, byte, material design, im
streaming, status, webdings, URL, IP, TCP, bootstrap
render,
pixels, bitmap,
tether, HTML, CSS, JavaScript
SIRIUSLY?
download, upload, accept, server, location, join, sign up
design, UX/UI, human-computer interaction, C#, C++
PHP, DB, SASS, SaaS, LESS, , COBOL, Bash, natural
translation, subscribe, lisp, clojure, hadoop, demand
Ashley Madison, Her, Siri, Cortana, Google Now, Goo
gaming, lolcats, transfer, ARPANET, Turing Test, MySp
World, whitespace, Velato, malbolge, data mining,

A.I. bringing us
easier lives with
a portable friend

By Rashmi Shivni
Contributing Writer
“My camera is my baby. Video for me is a career
but also a fashion,” said Ben Rifken, a senior television major. He has what most Columbia students
have—a passion for the work they do and a personal interest instilled in them by a very open and
sharing society.
Rifken, who is ardent about creating Internet and
mobile media, said he wants to share his work with
larger audiences and has a great interest in high
tech, but his work also keeps him extremely busy.
Rifken relies on his ever-advancing technological
tools to get his job done.
As technology has advanced and computers can
now fit within users’ palms, Web access is commonplace. There is an obvious technological dependency
seen in everyday observation among people and
their smart devices. These pocket assistants not only
link individuals with others, but they also change
how they relate.
“The Internet makes awareness possible in a
way that was not possible before,” said Arsalan
Memon, a philosophy professor at Lewis University
in Romeoville, Illinois.
In a way, the Web makes people more cognizant of
their own needs in terms of serving others, Memon said.
Rifken’s tool of choice is his camera. Like many
people, though, he uses his smartphone to communicate with others on social media, create his shareable content and organize his busy schedule.
Smartphones like Apple’s iPhone have implemented voice recognition software—the famed
20 THE CHRONICLE OCTOBER 5, 2015

Siri—to make searching for information easier, and
“her” presence is popping up on many of the company’s platforms. This kind of software on mobile
phones and other apps used for organization and
search functionality is gradually becoming more
sophisticated, offering an experience or simulation
of human communication.
Rifken, though not an avid user of Siri, said even
he understands the importance of the interactive
software for many people. Rifken said he wishes
he could someday use an organizational tool that
would “know” him.
“Having something that could automatically organize what I had, in terms of priority, would work in
my personal schedule,” he said. “So you take all the
things I have to do and organize them based on the
structure of my day or what is most important to me.”
This recognition of personality and automatic prioritization is a form of human-computer interaction,
and it is the basis of a field of science known as
artificial intelligence. Examples of artificial intelligence can be seen in most of Rifken’s—and everyone else’s—work and personal life.
“This personal assistant should interact with you
the way you ask a friend about their recent movie
recommendations,” said Barbara Di Eugenio, a professor of computer science at the University of Illinois
at Chicago.
Di Eugenio specializes in an area known as natural language processing—a field of computer science focused on interactions between humans and
computers using language. This was once a larger
component of the AI field, but is now an “intersection” with linguistics research.

She is also an enthusiastic proponent of AI as a
natural progression of the direction in which technology is heading toward being able to “understand” human needs and communication. Siri and
others like “her” are still in the early stages, but Di
Eugenio said these programs are a stepping stone
in the right direction.
“The ultimate dream is to have a machine that
can communicate with you like a human,” she said.
“I don’t just want a system that performs the best; I
also want a system that tells me something about
language and how humans process language.”
Human-computer interaction has taken hold of
much of the recent AI research and Internet use. An
AI program must pass the Turing Test in order to
show its true communicative capabilities.
Developed by Alan Turing in 1950, the Turing Test
is an assessment of “[an] AI [device] deceiving one
human being, communicating that it is a human
[and] therefore it is able to think,” Memon said.
One noteable example of quasi-AI deception
occurred recently with the Ashley Madison scandal.
A majority of the women on the site chatting with
users happened to be bots, or simplistic, automated
programs that can simulate human language.
According to users who lodged a complaint with
California’s attorney general, they were not intelligent or aware.
Artificial intelligence is a very important thought
experiment for philosophers and computer scientists
to consider because it forces them to define what
human characteristics can be applied to an AI being.
“Our actions and the way we think is stochastic,”
Memon said. “Human actions can’t be determined

mport, minimalist, paralax, navigation, icons, data,
1990s
1950
1998
p, twitter, facebook, instagram, pictures, gifs,2007
memes,
t, Ruby, Ruby on Rails, Python,2003–2006
HTTP/2, client, install,
2011XAML,
p, RSS,
feed,
git,
github,
clone,
push,
fork,
cloud,
1955
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Alan Turing published “Computing
Machinery and Intelligence” in
British peer-reviewed journal,
Mind. Isaac Asimov published his
three laws of robotics.

Multiple, separate disciplines
worked together to create AI:
Machine learning, intelligent
tutoring, scheduling, data mining, natural language processing, translation, vision, virtual
reality and others.

Google was founded.

Release of iPhone introduces
concept of mobile Web.

Social media becomes a hit with
MySpace, Facebook and Twitter.

IBM’s Watson beats championed
Brad Rutter and Ken Jennings
at Jeopardy. Apple, Google and
Microsoft released voice recognition software (Siri, Google Now
and Cortana respectively).

John McCarthy coined the term
“artificial intelligence.”

“ARPANET,” the precursor to the
Internet, created and funded by
the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency.

The Internet of Things, online
applications added to everyday
items and wearables, making
communication even more broad.

Tim Berners-Lee proposed the
“Internet.”

with any universal algorithm, and if a
computer can act in a way that no algorithm can determine [its actions], I think
that gives it a human quality.”
However, passing the test alone cannot help smart devices interact with
humans to their fullest capabilities.
“Human-computer interaction should
be modeled from human-to-human interaction,” Di Eugenio said. “We try to build
systems that emulate that sort of behavior.
Sometimes these devices can be a support
with human-to-human interaction.”
Rifken’s desire for an app or device that
can understand him is natural. It is also a desire
nearly every developer is considering their model
for AI systems.
Sean Andrews, an assistant professor in Columbia’s
Humanities, History & Social Sciences Department,
said this kind of interaction modeling is already seen
among big-name companies.
“There are certainly companies working on AI as a
thing in itself, [for instance] what Google algorithms
do, which is learn from what humans are doing and
then they sort of try to mimic that,” he said. “Part
of the reason any human-computer interactions are
working has a lot to do with us all being on the network and a lot of human-to-human interactions the
computers can learn from. So we’re crowdsourcing
the AI in a lot of ways.”
Andrews said a lot of the content produced by
humans creates massive data sets that are essential as a knowledge base for AI to learn about and
simulate society.

Design by Colin King
Senior Graphic Designer

“The network is a good metaphor for understanding how society works, and the communication happening through the Internet is where a lot of the
dominant culture is happening,” Andrews said.
Companionship is another important topic
within AI studies. Researchers at the Interactive
Design Foundation created their own Human-Robot
Interaction encyclopedia because they are looking
for “real” relationships that could be formed between
a human and an AI being.
“People’s relationships with such robots will cover a
range from ‘funny toy’ to ‘long-term companion,’” the
encyclopedia reported. “Future robots may look and

behave very differently from how they do
today, and we might develop relationships
with them and invent usages for them that
we cannot envisage at present.”
Even pop culture entertains the idea of
companionship through the iconic film, “Her.”
The movie presents AI as software anyone
could download onto their smartphones but
takes the concept a step further by having the
main character and the AI fall in love.
People are becoming more accepting of these
encounters with AI as they become more complex
and empathetic. Some of the research cited in the
encyclopedia reference the use of more elemental
AI companionship, like interactive toys intended for
elderly care, child rearing and other friendship-based
relationships.
While it is not an immediate goal of Rifken’s, forming a bond with a device does not seem unimaginable when considering how attached people are
to their smart devices.
As of now, these devices remain tools to aid people in multifaceted ways. However, the shift from
human-to-human interaction to human-computer
interaction is also not finite, said Di Eugenio, but
concerns of dependency will remain an area to
keep in balance.
“I hope we are able to use these devices to
enhance our human experience, and not use them
as a substitute,” Di Eugenio said. “Other technologies
are not as ubiquitous as this one.”

chronicle@colum.edu
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‘Evolution at Revolution’
serves up science on draft

The topics discussed always pertain
to evolution, but only in a broad
sense, according to Peter Makovicky,
associate curator at the Field Museum.

want to stop learning about the
world we live in.”
» jake miller
Museum, hosts Evolution
In addition to Graslie hosting
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
at Revolution, along with a the event, Peter Makovicky, assobi-monthly educational video ciate curator at the Field Museum,
“EVOLUTION AT REVOLUTION” is a
series, “The Brain Scoop.” Both will be presenting a lecture Oct. 7
series of scientific discussions strive to expand the public’s on prehistoric fossils found in the
scheduled for Oct. 7, Nov. 11 and awareness of the Field Museum’s Antarctic region.
Dec. 9 at Revolution Brewing, 2323 research activities, she said.
“It falls under the broad umbrella
N. Milwaukee Ave. The events
“The venue is large enough to of what we call ‘adult education.’
feature drinks, food and scientific host a sizeable group of people, We’re trying to get the message
lectures on a variety of topics.
but it’s not so large that partici- across to a different audience,”
The event was conceived last pants can’t interact directly with Makovicky said. “It’s about educatspring when Revolution Brewing the scientists and ask questions ing people about what we do at the
was approached by Kasey Mennie, afterward,” Graslie said.
museum, and it allows [us] to reach
adult learning experiences coordiGraslie said she enjoyed a different demographic than we
nator at the Field Museum, accord- Revolution Brewery’s upstairs usually do. Hopefully, we convince
ing to Stephanie Aksland, party space because it is large and open, a few new people the museum is an
captain at Revolution Brewing.
with a second bar and technology interesting place to visit.”
“Her idea was to host a casual for projections and presentations.
But the Field Museum is not
event where people can come
“When I was graduating college, I the sole beneficiary of the event,
together and participate [with] had this dreaded realization I was Aksland said.
scientists discussing different never going to learn again,” Graslie
“It’s mutually beneficial,”
aspects of evolution,” Aksland said. said. “I was never going to be in an Aksland said. “We’re hoping to
Emily Graslie, chief curios- environment as academically or bring a new audience to experience
ity correspondent at the Field culturally rich again, but I didn’t our food and our beer, but at the

Call for viewings : 312-461-9707
or stop in the South Loop Club
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» Courtesy FIELD MUSEUM

same time, we’re hoping some of
our regular customers end up at
the Field Museum.”
The event has proven tremendously popular, especially at its
first event of the fall season, Sept.
9, which nearly sold out, according
to Aksland. Speaking about the
strong draw of the event, Graslie
said “You can’t go wrong with beer,
food and good conversation.”
Makovicky echoed similar sentiments. “We try to make it fun

because, obviously, people came
out for beer and food. We try to
make it interactive. There’s time
for questions and answers, and we
have specimens to display,” he said.
“Evolution at Revolution” occurs
at Revolution Brewery, 2323 N.
Milwaukee Ave., 6:30–8:30 p.m.,
Oct. 7, Nov. 11 and Dec. 9. Visit www.
fieldmuseum.org or www.revbrew.
com for more information.
dmiller@chroniclemail.com
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Chicago hosts first
North American
architecture biennial
» zoe¨ eitel

ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
CHICAGO HAS LONG been known as

» Courtesy SC JOHNSON
Two SC Johnson headquarters’ buildings designed by Frank Lloyd Wright are available for free tours through the biennial.

galleries and museums, PageLieberman said.
“I called my colleagues from the
spaces to talk about approaching
the biennial as a partner institution,” Page-Lieberman said. “The
whole biennial team was very
receptive, and they were really
excited about our projects.”
The exhibitions will be hosted

at The Glass Curtain Gallery, 1104
S. Wabash Ave.; the Averill and
Bernard Leviton A+D Gallery, 619
S. Wabash Ave.; the Museum of
Contemporary Photography, 600
S. Michigan Ave.; and The Arcade,
618 S. Michigan Ave.
The Glass Curtain Gallery is
currently hosting the three-project exhibit “Vacancy: Urban

Interruption and (Re)generation.”
“[The exhibit] focuses on three
artists [and] architects that work
in neighborhoods in Chicago that
have a disproportionate amount of
vacant land, houses or businesses,”
Page-Lieberman said. “They are
all responding to this emptiness
and choosing to interpret [it] as
openness and possibilities.”
Page-Lieberman said she
approached t he Inter ior
Architecture department about
doing a student show at The
Arcade, and they are now creating
the exhibit as part of a class.
In addition, the biennial will
conduct free bus trips to Racine,
Wisconsin, for people to tour the
two buildings designed by Frank
Lloyd Wright for the SC Johnson
headquarters. The tours leave
from the Cultural Center every
Thursday through Sunday until
the biennial is over. Reservations
for the tours may be made at the
festival website.
“We are proud to help sponsor
Chicago’s celebration of architectural achievements,” said
Fisk Johnson, SC Johnson
chairman and CEO in an April
14 press release.
SEE CAB, PAGE 26

the birthplace of modern architecture and now has the distinction of hosting North America’s
first architecture biennial.
Chicago’s inaugural architecture biennial runs from Oct. 3–
Jan. 3 and is part of Mayor Rahm
Emanuel’s 2012 Chicago Cultural
Plan to guide the city’s cultural
and economic growth.
“There is no better host city than
Chicago for this important global
event,” Emanuel said in an April
14 press release. “The Chicago
Architecture Biennial offers a welcome opportunity to celebrate the
architectural, cultural and design
advancements shaping our world.”
The biennial includes free
events spanning the city, including performances, lectures, exhibitions, tours and social events.
According to a Sept. 11 press

release, the biennial will explore
issues at the heart of the practice
of architecture while offering the
public ways to engage and ask their
own questions.
The main location for the biennial will be the Chicago Cultural
Center, 78 E. Washington St. The
Cultural Center will host an exhibition with new and innovative
projects. This is the first time the
entire building will be used for a
single exhibition, according to an
April 14 press release.
“I think everybody recognizes
Chicago has, ever since the [Great
Chicago Fire], been a leading city
for architecture, but the biennial is
delving into subgenres of architecture,” said Neysa Page-Lieberman,
director of the Department of
Exhibitions, Performance &
Student Spaces at Columbia.
Columbia has partnered with
the biennial, putting a spotlight
on the four exhibitions that will
be held at four of the college’s

» Courtesy MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY
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The Museum of Science and
Industry is scheduled to show
a virtual recreation of the 1893
World’s Columbian Exposition as
part of the biennial.

meOUT

CHECK
» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE

Shane O’Donnell
junior creative writing major
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WHICH TIME PERIOD WOULD
YOU WANT TO LIVE IN?
Bryant Woodson
sophomore fashion studies major

“The future.”

“The '80s.”

Madeline Brogdon
sophomore photography major
“The '70s.”
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Chicago’s Lake Michigan shoreline will see four kiosks creating
new public spaces along the lakefront. The kiosks were part of a
competition created in order to
enhance the lakefront. The competition received more than 400
submissions from more than 40
countries, and one was chosen to
receive the prize money and the
space for their project, according
to a press release.
“We were excited to see a team
use the opportunity of the kiosk
to create a generous public space
that could facilitate programs
and catalyze new activities on
the lakefront,” said Sarah Herda,
co-artistic director of the Chicago
Architecture Biennial, according
to a press release about the winning kiosk “Chicago Horizon,” by
Ultramoderne design firm.
According to a press release, the
other three kiosks were created by
a collaboration of an international
team of architects and Chicago
schools of architecture: Illinois
Institute of Technology, the School

The exhibitions at The Glass
Curtain Gallery all focus on ways
to fill empty spaces, including
“Constructed Ecology of Absence”
by Emmanuel Pratt that showcases
how to grow food anywhere with
an aquaponics system.

of the Art Institute of Chicago,
and the University of Illinois at
Chicago. The four kiosks will be on
display at Millennium Park until
the end of the biennial when they
will be moved to their permanent
location on the lakeshore.
“Even modest contributions at

» Courtesy ROB KARLIC

the scale of these new kiosks can Museum of Science and Industry
significantly enhance cultural life was known as the Palace of Fine
on the lakefront,” said Michael Arts. The museum will host a virKelly, general superintendent and tual simulation of the Exposition
CEO of the Chicago Park District, in an exhibit titled “Architects
according to a press release.
of the White City,” according
At the time of the 1893 World’s to Anne Rashford, director of
Columbian Exposition, Chicago’s Special Exhibitions and Business
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Partnerships at the Museum of
Science and Industry.
“Dr. Lisa M. Snyder and the
UCLA Institute for Digital
Research and Education have
done such an amazing job to create
this modern look at Chicago’s past,”
Rashford said in an Oct. 1 email.
“The presentation will uncover the
little-known stories behind the
fair’s architects.”
Chicago residents can attend
lectures given by Pritzker Prize
winning architects. Architect Iker
Gil is set to hold a discussion titled
“BOLD: Alternative Scenarios for
Chicago” about new and alternative ideas for the city Oct. 20.
“Some of the projects in the biennial are very activist in nature, and
some of them are very conceptual,”
Page-Lieberman said. “It’s not like
designing a building, but more like
providing a resource.”
Some biennial events require registration in case of over-attendance.
Event information and registration
can be found at chicagoarchitecturebiennial.org.
zeitel@chroniclemail.com
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“We try to book at least a few of
the people who are Jazz Society
folk,” Stein said. “We want to make
sure they get represented.”
Stein also said the jazz fans that
regularly attend the Sunday night
concerts are likely to attend.
“The people who support our
club are also the ones who will
come out to the festival, and we
can count on them rain or shine,”
Stein said.
Pickens, an executive life member of the Hyde Park Jazz Society,
has performed with many jazz
giants, including Elvin Jones,
Wynton Marsalis and Quincy
Jones. However, Pickens made a
home in Hyde Park and became a
Chicago Public Schools teacher.
He now teaches at the Northern
Illinois University’s School of
Music in DeKalb, Illinois.
“I randomly settled in Hyde
Park when I first came here from
Milwaukee,” Pickens said. “It’s
been good for me because it’s
an area where the University of
Chicago is, which means there’s

a lot of new ideas, people that are
doing things.”
The Willie Pickens Quartet, featuring trumpeter Pharez Whitted,
bassist Kurt Shweitz and drummer
Robert Shy, played at the Wagner
Stage of Hyde Park Jazz Festival,
1130 Midway Plaisance West Sept.
27. The performance sounded like
a friendly competition between
Pickens and Whitted.
All four band members soloed
over “The Lamp is Low,”—a piece

festival brings people together,
festival-goers do not support live
jazz regularly.
“We get a lot of people there
during the festivals, but we don’t
get the people to support music in
the clubs where it’s necessary for
the music to thrive. It’s not supported during the year when musicians need people paying to hear
them,” Pickens said. “The people
love the music but don’t want to
support it financially.”

The people who support our club are also
the ones who will come out to the festival,
and we can count on them rain or shine.
— Judith E. Stein
Whitted said was originally
adapted from a composition by
French impressionist composer
Maurice Ravel—with Shy’s swift
cymbal tapping carrying the
piece through Whitted’s and
Pickens’ breezy solos. Pickens
played smoothly, following rapidly descending harmonies with
tumbling melodies.
Pickens said although the

Dumbleton said the festival has
become a mainstay of the area.
“It’s become the signature
annual event,” Dumbleton said.
“It brings a lot of people to the
South Side of Chicago that don’t
come very often and allows them
to see how vibrant, energetic and
beautiful that neighborhood is.”
bkowalski@chroniclemail.com

TEETH, FROM PAGE 19

“Each [play] is sort of its own
animal,” Brodess said.
Godinez said since it is a debut, there was a lot of work to
piece together.
“There is no road map to the
play,” he said. “[But] the ultimate
goal is to serve the playwright’s
vision [and] engage [the] audience’s response,” Godinez said.
He also said it is interesting to
watch the relationships between
different characters and how
they mirror each other.
“They kind of turn to the women in the play to lead and take
charge,” he said. “Not in any sort
of overly aggressive way, but I
think those characters are so
well-developed [that they] drive
the play.”
Castro Smith made the 2015
Kilroys list, a list of plays written
by female playwrights working
to end the underrepresentation
of women in today’s society. She
said she is excited to have been
include along with several Chi-

cago playwrights and producers.
Castro Smith said she has
written strong female characters in her past work and will
continue to bring the gender
conversation into the picture
through her work.
“I’m trying to really push different stories into a cultural narrative [and do] whatever I can to
make people think differently.”
aparrella@chroniclemail.com

» Courtesy GOODMAN THEATRE

Olivia Cygan, who plays the lead
Chris and Jordan Brodess who
plays Hugo, play two teenage
neighbors in “Feathers and
Teeth.”

Students get 10% off!
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Video: “I need
to meet Richard
Dreyfuss”
Columbia alumnus and Vine star
Gabriel Gundacker released his
latest musical attempt to meet
actor Richard Dreyfuss, showing Gundacker get increasingly
desperate to meet the “Jaws” star,
putting up signs and speaking
directly to him with references
to his greatest roles. Someone get
Dreyfuss on the line with this guy.

ARTS & CULTURE

songs of
the 2000s

It is no surprise that many of Columbia’s artistic students do not
particularly love mathematics,
but everyone is still required to
take a math class for college credit. Before you panic, a blog called
“Math with Bad Drawings” breaks
down common math concepts by
using “bad” drawings and humor.
The blog makes it easy for any
creative student to understand
mathematical equations.

favorite
books

» jordan watkins

» jessica scott

» saiyna bashir

“Milkshake” by Kelis:

He’s cute:

Listen. This is not a list of the best, most
meaningful songs of the 2000s. It’s my
favorite old jams—they don’t have to
be classy. If your middle school dances
didn’t become the hottest party in town
when this song hit the speakers, you
missed out on a lot of fun.

Sir Chubby was his name, but I called
him Chubbs. Chubbs was a 13-pound
Lhasa Apso who was so cute you wanted
to eat him. Chubbs had a long, white and
brown coat and big, brown eyes, but what
made him so cute was his smile—it was
to die for.

“Songs of Love and Sword: A
Daughter’s Memoir” by Fatima
Bhutto:

“Oops!… I Did It Again” by Britney
Spears:

He’s fun:

MULTIMEDIA REPORTER

I was pretty young (5 1/2, to be exact)
when this song was released on March
27, 2000. I still remember my mom turning the radio up in our Ford Explorer every time it played. She eventually bought
the cassette. Yes, the cassette.
“Conceited” by Remy Ma:
This gem is the second single off Remy’s
2006 album There’s Something About
Remy. The song serves as an anthem for
those who don’t lack self-confidence.
“Crazy In Love” by Beyoncé:

Blog: “Math with
Bad Drawings”

reasons i
miss my dog

This 2003 single from Beyonce’s debut
album Dangerously in Love introduced
the world to Beyoncé as a solo artist.
Released May 18 of that year, the song
marked the beginning of a phenomenal
career apart from Destiny’s Child.

MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

Chubbs was the silliest dog I knew. One
of the things he loved the most was pulling off one of my socks and fighting with
it as if he had a bone to pick. He also loved
to race me down the hallway of my building—he would win all the time!
He’s sweet:
My Chubbs was so sweet. He always
made me feel better when I came home
from a hard day of work. He would give
me a hug, rub his head on my feet and
look at me to let me know everything
would be all right.
He’s forgiving:
Chubbs forgave me for all the times I
came home late, all the days I skimped
him on his walks and all the days I
snapped at him for being a dog—he forgave me for my shortcomings, and I loved
him for that.

“Not Ready To Make Nice” by Dixie
Chicks:

He loves:

The only country song on my list, the
Chicks show pain but also strength in
the first single of their final album. It
was their first release after right-wing
activists had their songs removed from
airplay after speaking against U.S. President George Bush.

Love is the most powerful emotion we
have, and the love between Chubbs and
me was real. He loved me unconditionally and all he cared about was making
me happy and showing me every day that
he loved me. I hope he knew how much I
loved and adored him. I miss you Chubbs.
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This is a daughter’s memoir as she recalls her father Murtaza Bhutto’s assassination. The Bhutto family from
Pakistan is one of the world’s bestknown political dynasties.
“The Kite Runner” by Khaled
Hosseini:
Hosseini is an Afghan-American author telling the story of two young boys
living in Kabul, Afghanistan, during
the tumultuous time of the Soviet military intervention and the rise of the
Taliban regime.
“Moth Smoke” by Mohsin Hamid:
Hamid is a Pakistani author who has
written several books, and this is one
of the most popular. “Moth Smoke” is
about crime, drugs and taboos that no
one else mentions. It also describes
the socio-economic variations and the
class system in Pakistan.
“It’s What I Do: A Photographer’s
Life of Love and War” by Lynsey
Addario:
This is a memoir of a female photojournalist who covers war and social
injustices around the globe. Addario
was also kidnapped by pro-Qaddafi
forces during the Libya’s civil war.
“The Forever War” by Dexter Filkins:
In this non-fiction book, Filkins has
penned his observations in Afghanistan and Iraq while on assignment for
The New York Times.

reviews
screen

random

prezi update

“the visit”
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music

ad infinitum
by telekinesis

app

jamsnap

» carolyn bradley

» katlyn tolly
COPY EDITOR

SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR
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I am keen on using programs like
Prezi to display information. The updated version has a nice selection of
presentation templates. But it would
be more convenient to have better
construction of text into presentations. Once text can be more easily
placed, presentations will be more
efficient. It is a start, but after that is
resolved, it may be easier to operate.

Do you enjoy visiting your grandparents? You probably will not after
seeing this horror film. “The Visit” is
about kids staying at their grandparents’ house, in which their grandparents’ experience psychotic episodes.
The plot is interesting, considering I
have not seen a thriller focused on the
elderly. The movie is worth watching
if you want a good scare.

Telekinesis’ fourth album release Ad
Infinitum is fantasy. Lead singer Michael Benjamin Lerner merges his
typical lax vocals with the band’s new
pop sound. Songs like “Edgewood”
and “It’s not Yr Fault” are unusual for
the Seattle-based indie quartet, but
the change in sound is well executed,
leaving fans pleased with what Ad
Infinitum offers.

Jam and snap sound like a good
pairing, but not put together like
JamSnap. The new app, similar to Instagram, is designed to take a photo
and add a recording over it. The concept is great but the app, currently
only for iPhone, is hard to navigate,
and quits every five seconds. Watch
for Instagram to integrate this soon
enough. Keep trying, JamSnap!

CAMPUS REPORTER

random

?

screen

» lou foglia

music

» ariel parella-aureli

app

“redeye” guy in
front of the
the addison stop

“love it or list
it” s12e02

trap soul by
bryson tiller

mr. jump

» megan bennett

» ben kowalski

» evan bell

» frank enyart

I only need one man in my life—and
I do not even know his name. Anyone who lives near Wrigley has seen
this man before—“RedEye guy”—who
hands out the Tribune’s other daily
newspaper in front of the entrance to
the Addison Red Line stop. He and I
have an unspoken understanding that
even if I know I will not read the paper
that day, I will still take it because I refuse to disappoint.

Watching realtor David Visentin try
to persuade a couple to buy a new
house while designer Hilary Farr
renovates their current house to convince them to stay never gets old. This
is mainly because of the snarky backand-forths between the two. The sass
doesn’t stop there—the couples bicker, too. The newest episode features
a couple with a baby on the way, and
sarcasm is abundant.

The long-awaited debut mixtape,
TRAP SOUL, by Bryson Tiller dropped
October 2nd on Apple Music. The
project includes a soulful combination
of rap and R&B. It delivers hits like
“Rambo,” “Exchange,” and “Let em’
Know.” Tiller has been riding a wave
since his leading single “Don’t,” which
amassed more than 25 million plays
on SoundCloud, since its release in
October 2014.

Mr. Jump is a phenomenal, annoyingly addictive game. The one-touch
style of play makes it simple to understand and perfect for the times you’re
crunched in rush hour traffic on the
el. The old-school graphics evoke a
Minecraft-y feel, and the bright color
palette creates a game as fun to look
at as it is to play. Once you start, you
won’t be able to stop. Don’t say I didn’t
warn you.

CAMPUS EDITOR

COPY CHIEF

PHOTO EDITOR
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OPINIONS
editorial

Boehner’s resignation
symbolizes sorry state
of bipartisanship

I

n the last four years, Speaker of
the House John Boehner (R-OH)
has trudged through multiple
debt ceiling battles, two of the least
productive Congresses in history
and a government shutdown.
Boehner announced his resignation
from Congress Sept. 25. His resignation,
effective Oct. 30, is not due to an electoral
defeat or in response to a scandal—his
announcement can be attributed to

the lack of bipartisanship in the House.
Boehner’s decision is not surprising given
the divisiveness of the Republican Party
on Capitol Hill. The more extreme House
Republicans were willing to shut down
the government by the end of October
in an effort to cut federal funding for
Planned Parenthood. This mirrors the
government shutdown of 2013, when Tea
Party Republicans forced a shutdown in
a legislative temper-tantrum because

No tact in P-Fac’s no
confidence vote

T

he results of a vote of no confidence
in the current administration,
approved by 85 percent of the
college’s part-time faculty union was
announced on Sept. 25, as reported in the
Front Page story. A vote of no confidence
demonstrates that P-Fac no longer finds
the administration and the Board of
Trustees suitable to govern the college.
Voting, which initially opened June 24,
was extended twice during the summer
to include non-union and inactive adjunct
professors, rather than just P-Fac members currently teaching courses. The final
deadline for votes to be cast was Sept. 25.
According to an Aug. 26 P-Fac press
release, P-Fac’s reasons for introducing the vote include claims that the
administration has refused to make the
college’s budget transparent, cut course
offerings, reduced class sections and

editorial

eliminated programs without faculty
or staff input. P-Fac argues that the
college’s five-year Strategic Plan does
not align with the college’s mission.
The union never opened votes to fulltime faculty, staff or students, which
is unsurprising, as it was polling its
own constituency. Traditionally, these
votes are taken of a college’s permanent
faculty. However, if P-Fac wants the
administration to feel its concerns are
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wing in recent years, members of his
own Republican party began to attack
Boehner’s attempts at bipartisanship.
His loyalties to the Republican Party
are unassailable. The Speaker was seen
as the GOP’s prominent voice against
Obama and the Democratic Party
throughout his leadership. Boehner
heavily supported the King v. Burwell
case in which the House sued the executive branch, claiming that Obama’s
actions were “outside the powers granted
to his office under our Constitution,”
according to a Sept. 9 press release.
Despite his staunch conservative values, nothing Boehner did could appease
his increasingly-extreme Republican
peers. A Sept. 9 Vox article reported Tea
Party House members were trying to
force a vote to push Boehner out of power.
In the end, these right-wing extremists
got their way. Some might be celebrating Boehner’s departure, but it should
be acknowledged that his resignation
symbolizes the continuing deterioration
of bipartisanship in American politics.

College and Student Government
Association. The vote’s results would
hold more weight if it represented a
larger portion of the college community.
“[The petition] feels like a gesture....
If SGA came to me and said, ‘The vast
majority of students are extremely
unhappy about the fact that you’re
president,’ that would really bother me,”
President and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim told
The Chronicle in a Q&A published May 10.
Department faculty members, faculty
senates and even athletic alumni associations at colleges across the nation
have voted no confidence in various
leaders. The frequency of these votes
has increased, but their effectiveness
has decreased, according to a July 2013

more common and less detrimental.
There are three potential outcomes to
a vote of no confidence, The Chronicle of
Higher Education reported. A vote of no
confidence has no immediate or binding
effect—the vote is typically seen as a tactic to bring attention to an organization’s
concerns. Several of P-Fac’s concerns
are valid, but the union’s approach is not
productive. If P-Fac wants the board of
trustees to acknowledge its grievances, it
needs to show that the vote is a strategy
to make constructive change, not a tactic
to shame the administration. The vote
can only be effective when the union
proves its outlined concerns affect the
greater college community and will eventually have ripple effects collegewide.
Increasing class sizes, top-down
decision-making and abrupt program
eliminations are issues affecting the
entire college community, but the
vote of no confidence only reflects
P-Fac’s opinion of the administration.
If P-Fac wants this vote to be taken
seriously, it should reach out to other
factions of the college and encourage
them to conduct votes of their own.

If P-Fac wants this vote to be taken seriously, it
should reach out to other factions of the college.
heard across campus, it would have
better luck involving other governance
bodies at Columbia, including the
Faculty Senate, United Staff of Columbia
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Obamacare was not going to be defunded.
Five days before Boehner’s resignation, Politico published an exclusive
interview with him. When asked about
the challenges of his job, Boehner
said, “Garbage men get used to the
smell of bad garbage. Prisoners learn
how to become prisoners, all right?”
Someone who compares his job as a
leader of House Republicans to picking
up garbage or being imprisoned clearly
does not feel fulfilled or successful.
Boehner, a member of Congress
since 1991, emerged as a leader of the
Republican party in the early 2000s.
However, he has led many efforts to
bridge the gap between Republicans
and Democrats. In 2001, Boehner
co-authored No Child Left Behind with
representatives from both parties. As
the House Minority Leader in 2008,
Boehner worked with then-speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) to push former
president George W. Bush’s stimulus
package. However, with the rise of Tea
Party Republicans and the extreme right
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Jordan Watkins Multimedia Reporter
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article published by The Chronicle of
Higher Education. Once seen as the
beginning of the end of an administration, votes of no confidence are now

Did you catch a mistake, think we could have
covered a story better or have strong beliefs about
an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page
2, you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us
hear from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board

OPINIONS

F
commentary

Lack of religious
absence policy
inexcusable
» abby seitz

OPINIONS EDITOR

student poll

How can Columbia
improve its student
retention rate?

or those raised in Christian
traditions, religious holidays
are typically joyous occasions
that entail a break from school and
work and the chance to celebrate with
loved ones. From kindergarten through
college, school breaks are conveniently
designed to provide students and staff
time off around Christmas and Easter.
However, for students of other religions
and cultures, holidays that overlap
with class or work can be stressful.
This year, the holiest days of the Jewish
year occurred midweek in September.
I asked my Jewish friends from Hillel,
Columbia’s Jewish student organization,
about their plans for the holidays—typical
observation includes going to services,
symbolic rituals and celebratory meals.
To my surprise, most students said they
would be in class. Some voiced a complete
disinterest in stepping inside a synagogue, but most of my peers expressed
a desire to observe the holidays, yet
voiced an overwhelming concern about
missing classes. Some complained of
A lot of people leave because they have
issues graduating on time and getting
into the classes they need.
caitlin gleason

senior art & art history
and design double major

S

commentary

Choose major
based on interest,
not potential
» frank enyart

ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

ince the Great Recession, there has
been a strong and consistent push
for high school graduates to pursue
college degrees. Students are generally
prodded in the direction of a traditional,
four-year degree—and perhaps even more
specifically, toward science, technology,
engineering and math, or STEM, degrees.
The digital age gave rise to advances
in technology, which in turn created
a multitude of tech-related jobs and a
demand for highly-skilled workers to fill
these positions. Jobs like engineering
and information technology positions
became abundant during this boom.
As expected, students responded
in droves. According to a Sept. 7 New
Yorker article titled “College Calculus,”
John Cassidy asserts that the number
of college graduates increased by nearly
40 percent since the early 2000s. An
April 2014 University of California, Los
Angeles study found a nearly 50 percent
increase in STEM-related students among
incoming freshmen in 2007 and 2008.
This spurt in the number of college

tough professors who emphasize in-class
participation while others were afraid
to fall behind early in the semester.
The dates of Jewish holidays change
year-to-year, as they are based on the lunar
Hebrew calendar, while the Gregorian calendar is based on a solar model. Of the 10
major Jewish holidays, five occurred this
year in September and the first week of
October between Monday and Wednesday.
Traditionally, Jews are not permitted
to “work” on these holidays. In Judaism,
work is not defined as an occupation or a
way to make money. Work includes writing, using technology, spending money
and an abundance of other prohibitions
considered parts of daily life. By abstaining from these run-of-the-mill actions,
some feel the holiday being observed
becomes more sacred and meaningful.
It would be nearly impossible to miss
school and work for each holiday, as some
last multiple days. As a fairly observant Jew,
I resolved to miss class for Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur, which are considered
the most important holidays. In my three

jonah pritchett
junior cinema art +
science major

Try to create more of a collaborative
environment. I feel like we’re not as
connected [of ]a school as we could be.

graduates—an “education bubble,” if you
will—has had the paradoxical effect of
forcing over-educated and over-qualified students to take positions which
require a lower-level degree, or even
no degree. This pushes less-qualified
applicants out of the running for jobs.
There is no single theory that explains
exactly why this happened, but a
prominent hypothesis suggests the
technology advances—which originally
benefited recent grads and skilled
workers—is now seen as a detriment.
Systems with rapid and intelligent
processing power can replace the jobs
of data analysts and translators.
The draw to STEM-related degrees
was job security, or the promise of a
higher-paying job. With that now gone,
what is the allure of these programs?
The answer is what draws students to
any number of fields: passion. Because
there is no promise of economic outcomes
based on degrees, students are more likely
to pursue a field they genuinely care about,
ranging from art and design to Arabic

semesters at Columbia, I have had very
understanding professors who have never
questioned my sincerity. However, nearly
every professor has had a different response.
Some professors required work to be turned
in before the missed classes. Others penalized my attendance grade. One professor
emailed me back unsure whether religious
absences can even be excused at the college.
Many students have seen a lack of consistency in how religious absences are handled.
Jewish students are not the only ones
forced to choose between their religion
and school. Muslim, Baha’i and Hindu
holidays also coincide with school
and work days throughout the year.
Currently, the college has no policy in
place regarding how professors should
accommodate religious absences.
The only acknowledgment of religious
holiday observance at Columbia can be
found in an FAQ guide emailed from the
Provost’s Office to faculty and staff on
Aug. 18 regarding mandatory attendance
laws. Under new federal regulations,
SEE ABSENCE, PAGE 32

If we organized the classes better...
core classes are changing all the time
and they aren’t organized.
kendra massey
senior cinema art +
science major

to any number of sciences. This large
array of courses generally falls under the
umbrella of the liberal arts and sciences.
However, liberal arts degrees have
come under fire from government officials, including President Barack Obama,
who recently took a jab at the value of art
history and its job prospects, and presidential-aspirant Sen. Marco Rubio, who
criticized Obama after he apologized for
his remarks. Many of these criticisms
are based on the misconception that
science and tech-based jobs offer more
promising economic opportunity.
Cassidy states that historically, universities were never meant for vocational
purposes, and that “wage stagnation and
rising inequality have emerged as serious
problems [and have brought] economic
arguments for higher education to the fore.”
“Promoters of higher education have
long emphasized its role in meeting
civic needs,” Cassidy said. “Puritans
who established Harvard were concerned about a shortage of clergy.
SEE STEM, PAGE 32
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undergraduate students who
receive federal financial aid are
required to attend class during
the first two weeks. Professors
are responsible for reporting this
attendance to the college. The
FAQ guide says, “If a student is
absent from any class for religious holiday observance, has
been otherwise participating and
actively engaged in the course,
and notifies you of the reason for
their absence, the student should
not be marked as non-attending.”
This statement is not available
on Columbia’s website, nor is
it binding and comprehensive.
Jewish holidays coincided
with the first two weeks of
school—how can a professor
determine if a student has been
participating if the student has
to miss the course’s first classes?
Many local private colleges
and universities have a clear
policy available in the student
handbook or online regarding
how professors should handle
religious absences. Northwestern
University requires course
syllabi to outline every due date

so religious students can plan
accordingly. Roosevelt University
requires students to notify professors two weeks in advance
of their anticipated absence. At
the University of Chicago, students can note which holidays
they observe in the student
portal. All three universities
prohibit faculty from penalizing

students for missing class due
to a religious observance.
A clear and accessible policy
outlined by Columbia’s administration about religious absences
would benefit both students and
faculty. As a private institution,
Columbia is not required to
provide accommodations for
religious practices, according

to the Anti-Defamation League.
However, Columbia prides itself
on being diverse and inclusive,
which should extend to religious
students. Students should be
able to observe religious holidays without stressing about
whether a professor will allow
them to make up the work.
aseitz@chroniclemail.com

editorial cartoon

STEM, FROM PAGE 31

[Educational theorist] Dewey
insisted that a proper education would make people
better citizens, with enlarged
moral imaginations.”
So, to STEM or not to STEM?
The answer is based on each
student’s rationale. If a student
is pursuing biology or physics
because they feel it leads to
better opportunities economically, they should be advised
this is an antiquated falsity.
However, if students choose
to pursue these careers because
the human body interests
them, or because figuring out
how celestial bodies can stay in
orbit is thought-provoking, they
should be encouraged to follow
those paths. If other students
cannot sleep at the thought of
human inequality, or how the
heck George Orwell was able
to craft an allegory for Soviet
Russia out of farm animals, they
should be encouraged to dig
deeply and find the answers.
fenyart@chroniclemail.com
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University of Chicago
feels the ‘Bern’

Democratic presidential hopeful
Bernie Sanders visited his alma
mater, the University of Chicago,
on Sept. 28 to speak with his
supporters, touching on issues such
as women’s rights, racial inequality
and political campaign reform.

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE

» gretchen sterba
METRO REPORTER

STUDENTS SITTING IN the pews of the Univer-

sity of Chicago’s Rockefeller Chapel at 5850
S. Woodlawn Ave. roared as Democratic
presidential candidate Bernie Sanders
encouraged young potential voters to be
the change America needs to succeed.
Sanders, who graduated from the U of C
in 1964, returned to his alma mater Sept.
28 as a stop on his campaign trail to discuss a range of issues including women’s
rights, conquering racial inequality and
transforming the political system he says
is corrupted by wealth.
“Change never takes place from the top
down,” Sanders said. “It always takes place
from the bottom on up.”
David Axelrod, director of the Institute
of Politics at the university introduced the
candidate by sharing how Sanders led the
university’s first civil rights sit-in to protest
segregation in student housing and eventually made his way to serving eight terms in
the House of Representatives before being
elected into the United States Senate in
2006, where he has served ever since.
“Throughout the years, he’s been a consistent, progressive voice,” Axelrod said.
Discussing women’s rights, Sanders said
there were fewer women in medical and
law school when he was attending U of C in

1964 than there are today. He said he thinks
progress has been made toward women’s
rights, but America “still has some work to
do” because he thinks women are not yet in
charge of their own bodies.
“But we made progress,” Sanders said.
“Women and their male allies stood up and
said, ‘We’re not going to allow women to be
second-class citizens in the United States
of America.’ That’s how change takes place.”
Sanders also addressed the issue of hourly
wages for women, who make 79 cents compared to every dollar men get paid. That
amount is substantially less for women of
color, Sanders said. If elected president,
Sanders said he would seek to pass legislation for equal pay for the same work.
Sanders added that progress has been
made toward eliminating discriminatory
issues such as racial inequalities and samesex marriage, but “we still have a long way
to go.”
“There are major issues that confront us
today, and we need your help,” Sanders said.
“We need the idealism and the energy and
the intelligence of millions of young people
to join us in the fight to make America the
kind of country we know it must become.”
Sanders said campaign finance reform is
important to him because it affects every
other issue. He has said previously during
other stops on his campaign trail that he
would introduce legislation to move toward

public funding for elections, allowing more
Americans to participate in them.
“The foundations of American democracy are being undermined,” Sanders said.
“It’s not supposed to be about billionaires
buying elections.”
Sanders stressed the importance of young
people voting. He said that in the 2014 election, 80 percent of people ages 18–29 did not
vote, and 63 percent of all eligible citizens
did not vote at all.
“I want you to be able to run for office without having to beg billionaires for campaign
contributions,” Sanders said.
Other issues Sanders touched on included
raising the minimum wage to $15 an hour
nationally, universal health care, combating
climate change and prison reform.
Following a 30-minute speech, Sanders
opened the gathering to a Q&A with the audience. One student asked how Sanders would
push through his progressive agenda with a
divided congress.
“The president is a personal friend
of mine, and we’ve worked on a lot of
issues,” Sanders said. “The Republicans
may say to me, ‘Sorry, Mr. President, we
don’t see eye to eye on those issues.’ So
what do we do? No one can implement the
changes we need in this country without a
political revolution.”
Sanders stressed the importance of chal» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
lenging the status
quo to create change. He

added that if people outside of Congress
demanded that issues like climate change
be addressed, the political system could be
able to transform.
“I would hope all of you are prepared to
think big, not small,” Sanders said. “When
we stand together, when we do not allow
demagogues to divide us up—whether we’re
white, black or Hispanic, born in this country
or abroad, straight or gay or men or women—
when we stand together, we can accomplish
extraordinary things.”
Jaclyn Jermyn, a senior journalism major
who attended the event, said it affirmed her
political beliefs in support of Sanders.
“Having a major political candidate say the
things you’ve been thinking for a long time
is an amazing experience,” Jermyn said. “It
made me want to support him even more and
contribute to the campaign any way I can.”
Sanders has many young supporters,
but not all of them think he is fit to run for
president. Amanda Arndt, a freshman fashion studies major, said she thinks Hillary
Clinton would be a better fit.
“Hillary has a lot of experience,”Arndt
said. “I think age does make a difference. I
think Bernie is a little too old to understand
the issues facing younger people today. As
a woman, Hillary understands women’s
issues more than Bernie does.”
gsterba@chroniclemail.com
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CPS, Board of Education under
fire for special education cuts
METRO REPORTER

and students gathered at Chicago Public School’s
Loop Office, 42 W. Madison St., to advocate for special education funding at the
Board of Education’s Sept. 29 meeting.
CPS sent an email to school principals
Sept. 25 stating there would be budget
adjustments to special education programs
based on attendance, and that principals
who wanted to appeal had until Sept. 29
to do so. That deadline was extended to
Nov. 2 in another email sent by CPS one
day before the original deadline.
Alderman Scott Waguespack (32nd
Ward) said the emails caused a lot of stress
to the people involved.
“I would almost expect a public apology
[from CPS] for taking that approach, but we
will never get it,” Waguespack said.
At the meeting, the CPS commitment,
read by Markay Winston, head of the
CPS Office of Diverse Learner Supports
and Services said, “Every child with an
IEP [individual education program] in
Chicago Public Schools will receive all of
their service.”
CONCERNED PARENTS, TEACHERS

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE
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Winston said, “we have not eliminated any
services for students based on their IEPs.”
Sarah Chambers, a CPS special education teacher at Maria Saucedo Scholastic
Academy said the CPS commitment is “a
complete lie.”
She said the school she teaches at has
been short by one special education teacher
for a month and because of this, students’
needs are not being met.
CPS provided data at the meeting stating
that 5 percent of students never exit special
education. In addition, approximately one
in seven special education students are
reading at their grade level or higher, and
only one in five special education students
is proficient or better in math.
“These results are not pretty and they
indicate, in spite of all the great efforts
directed toward their success, our diverse
learners are not making the kinds of
educational progress we would expect,”
Winston said.
However, Waguespack said these numbers are incorrect because CPS could not
account for about 3,000 students.
“I have a problem with the way the mayor
operates, his appointed board and the people that staff it—you never really know

what the details are,” Waguespack said.
Waguespack said CEO Forrest Claypool
of the board suggested he go into classrooms and look for IEP students, which
violates privacy laws.
“It was bizarre sitting there and hearing
that CPS CEO tell me to go look for the
IEPs,” Waguespack said. “That further
shows even from his high level as CEO, he
is unsure what those numbers are.”
Winston’s presentation at the meeting
showed the budget for special education
support and services to be about $826
million for the 71,000 students in special
education program across the district.
Waguespack said he was at local schools
on the first day of the school year, and it
was apparent special education resources
were lacking.
“Bottom line is you can’t use the money
for something else, you can’t fiddle with the
words or the money and manipulate the
numbers,” Waguespack said at the meeting.
CPS made agreements—referred to by
opponents as toxic swaps—with the banks
for low interest rates, but the rates were
flexible and jumped, so CPS now owes on
them, according to Waguespack. “The banks
knew these things were essentially going

to put municipalities on the opposite side
of a good deal,” Waguespack said.
Many at the Board of Education meeting
accused CPS of making cuts from special
education to pay off the debts from these
“toxic swaps.” The Chicago Teachers Union
made the same charge on fliers that members distributed at the meeting.
The charge of linking cuts to interest
payments “makes sense because that’s the
amount they have to pay back,” Waguespack
said. “You know they have to find a way to
make cuts.”
Chambers had the opportunity to speak
before the board at the meeting, but said
her student Lileaha Diaz, a junior special
education student at Little Village Lawndale
High School Campus who planned to attend
the meeting, was told she could not.
“Imagine telling a student with a disability she cannot advocate for special
education, for her right to her services,”
Chambers said at the meeting.
Elisia Ramirez, Diaz’s mother, claimed
that after the school heard her daughter planned to speak at the Board of
Education meeting, the principal called
her down to the office and threatened
to expel her if she did attend the event.

SEE EDUCATION, PAGE 39

» mckayla braid

Many attended the Board of
Education meeting held at CPS
Loop Office to support special
education following recent budget
cuts.
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Dill Pickle Food Co-op
on the move in Logan Square
» dominique jackson
METRO REPORTER

THE DILL PICKLE Food Co-op in Logan

Square will soon call a new location home, which the company said
will allow it to expand its reach and
mission of creating a vibrant and
sustainable community.
The co-op will now be able to
provide customers with a full
service grocery, deli, beer and
wine shop and a community
room, according to the co-op’s
website.
“The community room will be
available for workshops, cooking
classes and events,” said Kevin
Monahan, the president of the
board of directors at the co-op.
Currently located at 3039 W.
Fullerton Ave., the co-op is set
to move in early spring to its new
location at 2746 N. Milwaukee Ave.
However, the project is still in its

design phase, he said.
The food co-op first opened in
December 2009 with around 400
members. The Dill Pickle’s membership has almost quadrupled
since, according to Monahan.
“This is a community building
effort and we need input from
everyone,” Monahan said.
Food cooperatives are member-based grocery stores run by
an elected board of directors and
voting members who invest their
time and money to control the
co-op’s direction.
The Dill Pickle Food Co-op has
about 100 active members and
has searched for a new location
throughout the last three years,
according to Monahan.
“It’s great to have an organization where people can belong,”
said Joan Hersh, a member of the
co-op. “We all own the Dill Pickle,
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The Dill Pickle
Food Co-op in
Logan Square
is moving to
a bigger and
better location.

» DOLLY NGUYEN/CHRONICLE

[and] that gives us a stake in what
happens to it.
Hersh said she handles an
array of tasks when volunteering
for the co-op. She said during her
two-hour volunteering shifts, she
checks inventory, weighs produce
and cleans.
The expansion of the Dill Pickle
Co-op will benefit the Logan Square
neighborhood, said Paul Levin,

executive director of the Logan
Square Chamber of Commerce.
“Now [that] they are expanding,
it is going to have an opportunity
to make a significant [economic]
impact on the neighborhood,”
Levin said.
Sharon Hoyer, the general manager of the co-op since December
2012, said the co-op is a great
resource for locally-sourced food

and fair-traded food.
“I was excited about the idea of
supporting sustainable food and [a]
sustainable economy,” Hoyer said.
“We have a nice strong community
considering how small the store
is, and I’m really excited to be in
a bigger store where we can make
a bigger more, positive impact.”
djackson@chroniclemail.com
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Columbia hosts hearing on
George Lucas Museum

District Board
of Commissioners hosted an open
meeting at the Conaway Center
of the 1104 S. Wabash Ave. Building, on Sept. 29 to discuss ongoing
developments in the site selection
for the George Lucas Museum of
Narrative Art.
Friends of the Parks, a non-profit
organization that promotes the
use of Chicago’s parks, is suing the
Chicago Park District and City of
Chicago for violating the Chicago
Lake Front Protection Ordinance,
which states the Lake Michigan
shoreline needs to be protected
and preserved, according to
Lauren Moltz, chair of the board of
FOTP. The George Lucas Museum
has been slated for construction
THE CHICAGO PARK

on the Museum Campus in the
South Loop, where it would
neighbor The Field Museum, the
Shedd Aquarium and the Adler.
Planetarium.
“It’s a great museum to have in
Chicago—it just doesn’t belong on
the lakefront,” Moltz said. During
the meeting, the Chicago Park
District reviewed the revamped
design of the museum layout and
opened the floor to public comment. Don Bacigalupi, founding
president of the Lucas Museum,
said the museum would include an
education center, multiple theaters
and a restaurant on the top floor
with a 360-degree view.
Bryan Traubert, president of
the Chicago Park District Board
of the Commissioners, said there
would be a two-hour discussion
for the public to voice its concerns.
However, each resident was given

» AP PHOTO
The George Lucas Museum was proposed to be built on the Museum
Campus, but has face backlash from community groups.

two minutes to speak and the conversation lasted 30 minutes.
“I don’t think the public got as
much time to speak as the presenters,” Moltz said.“It was a bit
skewed that every single head of
Museum Campus was there to
support the Lucas Museum and
indirectly support themselves.”
During public comments, residents praised and speculated on
the museum’s pending location.
“I spoke on behalf of the
Chinatown community because
we’re primarily a tourist-based
neighborhood, so the proposed

location would be beneficial
because of its proximity,” said
Darryl Tom, a municipal finance
attorney. Other residents said the
meeting did not fully address the
issue of building the museum at the
proposed location and the agenda
favored proponents of the lawsuit.
The Chicago Park District
Board of Commissioners held an
additional meeting on Sept. 30 at
McCormick Place.
“They hosted a public presentation by the team from the Lucas
Museum and offered an opportunity for the public to provide
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Bill Bunker, father of three and
a marketing manager, also performs stand-up comedy regularly
at the Laugh Factory.

Bill Bunker

occupation: Marketing manager/stand-up comedian
neighborhood: Edgebrook

» mckayla braid
METRO REPORTER

B

ill Bunker has always
wanted to perform comedy
and began taking classes
a week after his first daughter
was born. She is now 16 years
old. He started taking classes at
Zanies Comedy Club, which he
recommends, noting they are
affordable and provide a real club
setting. He now performs comedy
regularly at the Laugh Factory,
3175 N. Broadway.
The Chronicle spoke to Bunker
about hosting the North Branch
Arts’ annual fundraiser, being a
comedian with “clean” jokes and
working with Comedy Central’s
Jim Gaffigan.
THE CHRONICLE: What led
you to do stand-up comedy?
BILL BUNKER: Stand-up comedy is something I always wanted
to do. Throughout getting married,
having children and starting a
career in marketing, it’s something

I’ve kept in the back of my head. I’m
currently employed at a law firm as
a marketing manager. The comedy
is still a part-time gig.
Your comedy has been described
as “clean” and “dry.” Is it hard to
keep your jokes clean?
It’s not hard—the nature of my act
revolves around being a father and
having kids, [and] being dirty would
ruin the effect of who I am on stage.
What do you think of comedians
who tell dirty jokes?
It’s okay. If you are starting out, I
would advise against it because
you have such little material. Being
dirty is coming across [as] trying to
shock people. Some of my favorite
comedians are George Carlin and
others, who certainly swore, but it
was always in the context of their
act. Some comics have been around
long enough—they have earned the
right to be whatever they want. It’s
different when you’re starting out.
I see a lot of young comedians just
trying to be dirty for the sake of

being dirty, and it shows—people
pick up on that. Sometimes, when
I work at the Laugh Factory and
there [are] a number of younger
comics, they have very blue material. By the time I get up there, they
are relieved that I’m not yelling at
them or swearing at them. That’s
just my opinion—everyone is free
to do what they want, but the thing
with being clean is it expands your
ability to get work.
What are you most excited about
in regards to hosting the North
Branch Arts annual fundraiser?
I live in Edgebrook, and this is
the third year in a row that I’ve
hosted it. It’s a great startup art
center for the neighborhood. The
neighborhood has a great grammar
school, but some of the after-school
activities are lacking. The people
who started this are trying to provide an outlet for kids after school
and introduce them to the arts,
so it becomes very important for
our neighborhood.
What was it like working as an
opener for Jim Gaffigan?
It was a lot of fun—he’s one of the
biggest names there is right now,
and I met him just because I was
working as the opening act at

Zanies 10 years
ago, and Jim
was the headliner that week.
He’s a guy my
age [and] liked
the fact that my
act was clean
because his act
was also clean,
[so] my act
would segue
into his and we
became friends.
I helped [him]
write material
at times and
work on jokes—
it was a lot of fun to be working with
someone that big.
Do you have any advice for
students pursuing careers in
comedy?
The most important thing is to get
out there and do it—think about
your favorite comedian. I think
every person starting out—and
this was true for me as well—sort
of imitate[s] someone you like. You
imitate their style and that’s apparent when you start, but it gives you
a starting point to get on stage and
try things, but over time—and it
takes a lot of time, you can ask any

» Courtesy BILL BUNKER

comedian—it will take 10, even 15
years to find your true stage self.
The important thing is to be out
there practicing. There are tons of
open mics in Chicago, which is a
great thing. The two things are to
be there practicing what you want
to do, and writing material all the
time but also networking—there’s a
tight- knit community of stand-up
comedians in Chicago. Once you
start getting out and introducing
yourself and being friendly and
gracious, people start to accept you
pretty quickly.
mbraid@chroniclemail.com
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However, Kathy Farr, principal
of Little Village Lawndale High
School Campus, also known as
Social Justice High School, said
this is not true.
“I’ve never spoken to anyone
about anything like that,” Farr
said. “I wouldn’t even tell a child
they are going to be expelled. I
don’t make that call.”
Ramirez claimed that Farr contacted her and told her she did not
think her daughter should attend
the meeting because it was an
adult matter.
“I’ve never told a student they
would be expelled for going to the
board,” Farr said. “We encourage
[the] student voice in our school,
that’s why we’re [known as]
‘social justice.’ That would never
happen here.”
Ramirez said she went to the
meeting to advocate for her daughter because she did not want her
getting suspended.
“She is the principal of the
school,” Ramirez said. “What
am I supposed to say? Maybe she
is right—maybe it was an adult

situation, but if a child wanted to
speak out about what’s right, I feel
like it’s okay.”
Ramirez said her daughter’s
grades have suffered, falling to Cs
and Ds since the resources available to special education students
have decreased.
“If they cut [special education]

I don’t think she will make it,”
Ramirez said.
Instead, Chambers read what
Diaz planned to say at the Board
of Education meeting: “Look at all
the awards I have won in school
because special education made
me successful. I struggled, but
I learned. I would have dropped

out without special education.
Please don’t cut our special education teachers, our teachers are
like family. Please save special
education.”
Waguespack said he is working with concerned parents and
helping them evaluate the next
possible legal steps.

CPS CEO Forrest Claypool
listened to concerned
residents at the Board of
Education meeting held on
Sept. 29.

“I can’t do much because I
have no power over the board,”
Waguespack said. “That’s why
we need an elected school board
—it’s pretty clear the people making decisions are not being held
accountable.”
mbraid@chroniclemail.com
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